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LECTURES ON 
NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR THERAPEU- 
TICAL APPLICATIONS. 
DELIVERED AT THER 
NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE AND CHARITY HOSPITAL. 
By SAMUEL R. PERCY, M.D., 
PROFESSOR OF MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS, 
LECTURE III. 
AURUM.—GOLD. 
Gold and its Compounds. 


GENTLEMEN :—Gold has been known from the earliest ages 
of antiquity; by the Alchemists it was termed Sol or Rex 
Metallorum. It is one of those elements which, in its 
metallic state, physicians as a class are too little acquainted 
with; that we may grow more familiar with its virtues and 
powers, let us study intimately the medicinal effects of its 
compounds upon the human system. 

The compounds of gold have been introduced into medi- 
cine during the present century, and will therefore come 
within the range of “New Remedies,” Metallic gold in a 
state of very fine division has long been used in medicine. 
Dr. Pitcairn used it in 1715, and recommended it as supe- 
rior to mercury in the treatment of syphilitic disease, 

We will first give you brief and concise methods for the 
preparation of the medicinal compounds of gold; we will 
afterwards speak of their therapeutical uses, 

Pulvis Auri is prepared by rubbing gold leaf to a very 
fine state of division with sulphate of potash, sifting, and 
then washing away the sulphate of potash with boiling 
water. It is also prepared by precipitating the gold from its 
terchloride with protosulphate of iron; the precipitate is 
washed with water, and with dilute nitric acid. In the 
latter there is generally a small amount of oxide of gold. 

Auri Peroxidum.—This preparation is called by different 
names, as teroxide, peroxide, auric oxide, and auric acid, 
Its composition is AuO.. It is prepared by adding one part 
of chloride of gold to forty parts of water, and then boiling 
with four parts of calcined magnesia ; the precipitate is wash- 
ed with water, and with dilute nitric acid. When anhydrous 
it is of a brown color; the hydrate is a reddish yellow. It 
is readily reduced to the metallic state by heat, or by the 
sun's rays. It isinsoluble in water, but is soluble in hydro- 
chloric acid, forming terchloride of gold; it is also soluble 
in the alkalies, with which it forms compounds called 
aurates, 

Auri Perchloridum is prepared by dissolving gold in 
three times its weight of nitro-hydrochloric acid with the 
aid of moderate heat. The solution is evaporated nearly to 
dryness until vapors of chlorine begin to be disengaged, it is 
then allowed to crystallize. It is in small crystalline needles 
of an orange red color, inodorous, and having a strong, 
styptic, caustic, and disagreeable taste. It is necessary to 
keep it in closely stopped bottles, as it is very deliquescent. 
It is soluble in water, alcohol, and ether. It is decomposed 
by most of the metals, by phosphorus, protosulphate of iron, 
charcoal, sugar, gum extractive, tannic and gallicacids, It 
stains the skin a purple color, 

Sodii Auro-Terchloridum.—Auro-terchloride of sodium is 
prepared by dissolving eighty-five parts of terchloride of 
gold and sixteen parts of chloride of sodium in a small 
quantity of pure water. The solution is evaporated and 
allowed to crystallize. It crystallizes in orange-colored 
elongated prisms, which are permanent in the air, and 
soluble in water. 

Auri Jodidum is prepared by adding a solution of 
iodide of potassium to a solution of terchloride of gold, as 
long as a precipitate is produced, Double decomposition 
takes place and iodide of gold and iodine are precipitated, 

Au, Mgp, Tuwes, Voy. IV., No. 6. 








which, when washed with alcohol to remove the excess of 
iodine, is of a greenish yellow color. It is insoluble in cold 
water, but is soluble in alkaline solutions. 

Auri Percyanidum is prepared by adding a solution of 
pure cyanide of potassium to a neutral solution of terchlo- 
ride of gold, until a precipitate ceases to be formed. It is 
a yellow powder, which is insoluble in water. 

We have spoken of the arsenate of gold under the head 
of Arsenious Acid. 

Therapeutical Uses —Gold in a minute state of division 
has been’ used by many of the European physicians, but 
so far as my knowledge goes has been but little used in this 
country. I have known one instance of its administration 
with favorable results :—An officer of a ship had contracted 
syphilis in Paris the night before his departare ; he was told 
by a French gentleman on the ship, that powdered gold 
would cure him better and quicker than mereury. On his 
arrival in this port he placed himself under the care of a 
quack, who salivated him to a fearful extent. At this state 
he trot ten grains of gold leaf, rubbed it up very finely 
with sugar, aad took the whole at a dose. Within twenty- 
four hours the painful accompaniments of his salivation 
had disappeared, the syphilitic ulcer had healed, his appe- 
tite had greatly improved, and he said he felt as well as 
ever except the foetor of his breath. He repeated the same 
dose twice afterwards with no ill effects, and he said with 
marked improvement in his health and spirits. He was 
strongly tinctured with several of the modern isms of the 
day, and attributed the beneficial results he experienced 
from the gold to its forming an amalgam with the mercury 
in the system and thus removing it. He reversed the 
doetrine of the old alchemists, and sent the nobler metal in 
search of the baser. This is a much larger dose than is 
usually administered; from one-quarter to one grain, three 
times a day, being the dose usually recommended, 

Of the salts of gold, the oxide is the mildest, and the 
chloride the most active. If the theory, so earnestly stated 
by Mialhé, of the conversion of the mild chloride of mercu- 
ry into the corrosive chloride in the intestines were true, 
there would be infinitely more rvom here for asserting that 
the oxide of gold had no action upon the system, and that 
its effects were entirely owing to its becoming a soluble 
chloride in the system. This change would undoubtedly 
take place with greater readiness with the oxide of gold, as 
it is readily soluble in alkaline solutions and has great 
affinity for chlorine, and yet we see that much larger doses 
of the oxide of gold can be given than of the chloride. I 
have no doubt of its becoming soluble and being absorbed 
into the system, but it is milder when taken as an oxide 
than when taken as any of the soluble salts, 

The oxide and various salts of gold have been extensive- 
ly used by Chrestien, Niel, Gozzi, Le Grand, Magendie, and 
others, and several monographs have been printed at Paris 
on the use of the preparations of gold in syphilis. Chres- 
tien recommended it in preference to mercurialsin the pri- 
mary form of syphilis; but few now use it in the primary 
form. In moderate doses the salts of gold produce an in- 
creased fulness and frequency of the pulse, an improved 
appetite, and an augmented action of the skin, They stimu- 
late the nervous system, increase the mental energy, and 
after a time arses decided aphrodisiac effects. They 
largely increase the secretion from the salivary glands, 
although they do not produce the sore mouth and the foetor 
that is produced by mercury, 

Dr. Chrestien thinks that the terchoride of gold is very 
analagous, both in its chemical composition and therapeutic 
effects, to the corrosive chloride of mereury, but that it acts 
more energetically as a stimulant though less powerfully as a 
sialagogue than the latter salt. Orfila, who tried experi- 
ments with it on animals, says that it acts as a corrosive, 
and destroys animals -by inflammation of the coats of the 
alimentary canal, but that it has less energy than corrosive 
chloride of mercury. a 

To produce its curative action in syphilis, it is considered 
necessary to produce, and for a while sustain, the peculiar 
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Modes of Administration —The oxide of gold as well as 
the salts have been administered by way of friction upon 
the inside of the cheeks and gums; by this method from a 
quarter of a grain to a grain of the oxide, or one-sixteenth to 
one-tenth of a grain of the chloride or cyanide, may be used 
or thrice daily, mixed with some inert powder, as starch 
or lycopodium, and rubbed for several minutes upon the 
tongue, cheeks, or gums. In this way it is said to produce 
veness of the gums, and no irritation of the bowels. 
I have never administered it in this way. Niel preferred 
its employntent endermically by applying it over a blistered 
or ulcerated surface, Le Grand used the oxide in lozenges, 
and gives the following formula for their preparation :— 
Auri oxidi, gr. vj.; sacchari albi pulv. 3). Tere et misce, 
dein adde mue. tragacanthe, ut fiat moles, in pilulas sexa- 
ginta dividenda, In this formula each lozenge contains 
one-tenth of a gr. of the oxide. In most of the works the 
various salts are recommended to be made into pills, but in 
my opinion they never should be made into pills. All the 
salts are very easily decomposed, and most of them are 
caustic in their local application. It is better then that 
they should be always fully diluted. The iodide, the 
cyanide, and the oxide can be taken in any of the alkaline 
solutions freely diluted with any pleasant flavored syrup. 
The chloride and the auro-terchloride of sodium are soluble 
in water or syrups. Any of them may also be taken in 
the double gelatine capsules without taste, and followed 
with a drink of water or ally demulcent fluid. 

Dose.—The dose of the oxide may be from one-quarter 
to one grain three times a day, The dose of the chloride 
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is from one-sixteenth to one-eighth of a grain; of the cyanide 
about the same. The iodide may be taken in rather larger 
doses, as from one-tenth to one-sixth of a grain, and the auro- 
terchloride of sodium in about the same quantity. 

Antidotes.—The treatment in poisoning would be much 
the same as for corrosive chloride of mercury. 
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MOVEMENTS, VOLUNTARY OR INVOLUNTARY. 


Reearvine the power which this woman might possess after 
inflicting this wound upon the throat, of passing the hand 
over the face, placing it in one or two spots on the pillow, 
and of letting it fall again in the position in which it was 
found, it is not inappropriate to consider two classes of facts: 
I. Those which relate to voluntary motion after fatal 
wounds have been inflicted, and II. Those that refer to con- 
vulsive and involuntary movements resulting from hemor- 
rhage. 

On the first of these poiuts Taylor (page 347) remarks: 
“ There are several cases on record which show that wounds 
involving the common carotid and its branches as well as 
the internal jugular vein do not prevent the exercise of 
voluntary power and running a certain distance,” and page 
270, “ Suicides do not immediately perish from wounds that 
are commonly termed mortal, on the contrary they have 
power to perform acts of volition and locomotion which 
might seem incompatible with their condition.” Among a 
considerable number of instances recorded in which per- 
sons with wounds in the neck, that were almost imme- 
diately fatal, have performed such acts of volition and loco- 
motion, two are referred to by Brierre de Boismont (Annales 
d' Hygiene, xii., page 143) who cut their throats before a 
mirror, walked across the room by the aid of the furniture, 
covering the floor with blood, and, reaching their beds, lay 
down and died, 

In a case referred to in Beck (vol. ii., page 350), a woman 
in whom the left carotid artery was cut, and many branches 
of the carotids and jugulars, walked twenty-three yards, 
erossed a stile three feet ten inches high, and then died. A 
man afterwards found that the time required for him to do 
this was thirty seconds. 

The. case already quoted from Degranges, in which a 
man after cutting his own throat went to and returned 
from another story of the house, and with apparent great 
deliberation hanged himself, illustrates the same point. It 
is not evident in any of these cases that both carotids were 
cut, still they leave us to the inference even when both 
were cut that certain voluntary motions can be performed, 
and probably all that were supposed to have been performed 
in this case. But with reference to convulsive movements 
there can be no doubt that they are common in death from 
hemorrhage, and more common the more rapidly fatal the 
bleeding. These convulsive movements are known to last 
as long as the bleeding continues, and analogy permits us 
to infer that in these cases: they may have continued at 
least thirty seconds after the wound was inflicted.* 





* For a treatise on the subject of convulsions from hemorrhage, vide 
Kussmaul and Tenner (New Sydenham Society Pu?). See also, _— 


pocrates, Marshall Hall, Medico-Chirurg. Trans., vol. xiii., 


Travers Conatitutional Irritation, page 889. Beck, vol. ii., page 
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SPRINKLING OR SPIRTING OF BLOOD. 

The sprinkling or spirting of blood from wounds in the 
neck appears to have attracted but little the attention of 
medical jurists. In by far the largest proportion of cases it 
is not mentioned, even when the description is in great 
detail. In this case, however, it became a question of im- 
portance, on the theory that the woman was suffocated and 
that her throat was cut afterwards. It was urged that in 
such a case the spirting of blood would be little or none 
at all, while on the other hand it was claimed that if the 
throat was cut in full life the blood should have been thrown 
to a considerable distance upon the bed, and even upon the 
walls of the room. It was even claimed by one of the 
medical witnesses that a cut made in this situation, the 
heart being vigorous, the head in the line of the body, the 
body lying upon the back, that the blood would have been 
thrown from each carotid past the lips of the wound, past 
the jaws and head, and would have struck in full force 
against the head-board. My researches have led me to the 
inference that when the carotids are entirely divided the 
spirting or sprinkling of blood from them is almost nothing ; 
but that when either of them has been partially divided so 
as to give such direction to the current of blood as that it will 
flow forward, unobstructed by the lips of the wound, then 
the jetting or sprinkling of blood may be considerable. 
Thus in the case already quoted from Mare, of the young 
man who cut his throat standing before a window, the fur- 
niture and window were spotted with blood to the height 
of about three feet, an overturned chair was sprinkled with 
blood, a night-cap on a step before the window, raised 
about one foot, was spotted on its upper side. In this 
instance neither carotid was entirely severed, both were 
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eut into “and the right half cut, the left more than half | 


cut.” 

In a case reported by Rami, Adelon, Dubois, and Boyer 
(Annales d Hygiene, xv. 394; Beck, ii. 134), in which only 
about one pound of blood was lost, the throat was supposed 
to be cut while the woman was standing a short distance 
from a wall; the wall was sprinkled to the height of three 
feet four inches at one spot, and ‘at another spot to the 
height of two feet six inches. In this case the right carotid 
i cut in two-thirds of its circumference, on its inner 
side, 

In the case of Mrs. Duval, referred to by Beck (ii. 214), 
reported by Devergie (Legal Medicine, ii., page 168), the 
larynx and hyoid bone were broken, the superior thyroid 
artery was cut, but the carotids were not. The blood had 
been thrown in jets over the features, but it is not remarked 
that it was thrown upon the furniture. This was a case of 
homicidal cut-throat; the thyroid artery was enlarged to 
supply an enlarged thyroid gland. 

In the case of Sellis, the valet of the Duke of Cumberland 
( Beck, ii.), there was a wound in the throat six inches long, 
dividing the arteries on both sides, whether wholly or not, 
is not stated. There was blood on the wails of the room, 
on the curtains, waskstand, basin, and drawers. The body 
was extended in bed, but Sellis’s cravat was cut in several 
places. On the duke were two scalp wounds, his arm was 
wounded, his little finger nearly cut off, and there was 
bloody water in the basin in Sellis’s room. Under these 
circumstances jit would seem at least questionable whether 
the blood upoy the walls, bed, and furniture was from the 
arteries of the servant or the master. These are all the 
cases of cut-throat that I have met with in which the sub- 
ject of sprinkling has been considered of sufficient import- 
gnce to have been described in detail. 

Taylor (page 286) makes the following statement. “The 
sprinkling may be expected only when the wounded artery 
is small, or when the blood is effused at a distance. This 
is a fact which medical jurists should not overlook ;” but he 
adds that it may be accidentally sprinkled from a vein. He 
says also (page 277), “The hand and weapon cannot escape 
being marked with blood.” He says also, “Sprinkling of 
blood, when it exists, may be evidence that it came from 4 
‘iving body.” 


———— 
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BLOOD ON THE INSTRUMENT. 

It is universally admitted by the authorities that in sui- 
cidal cut throat there must be a certain amount of blood 
upon the instrument with which the wound was inflicted, 
and also upon the hand that carried it; but in regard to 
how much of blood there should be on each, and in what 
relation it should be found, they are almost entirely silent. 
In this instance it did not appear that the blood covered 
the razor blade, but that it was collected in rather narrow 
bands and in spots upon different portions of it, a band of 
moderate width being described near the edge of the 
instrument. It was urged by the prosecution that this was 
an inadequate show of blood upon the weapon. By the 
defence it was claimed that upon a polished instrument of 
any kind, and especially upon a razor that had been 
stropped on oiled or greasy leather, blood would dispose 
itself as water does upon such instruments, and thus cannot 
be made to cover the surface uniformly, but will collect in 
lines and drops, much as the blood was supposed to have 
collected upon the instrument in this case. This is a sub- 
ject, however, concerning which surgeons have the means 
of forming more accurate opinions than physicians. The 
most definite statements we find on this topic are made by 
Taylor. Thus (page 279) he says: “The blood on the in- 
strument may be partly coagulated and not diffused as a 
mere film ; this would render it probable that it had issued 
from a living person or animal, or from a recently dead 
body.” Again, in the same page, he adds: “ Particular 
attention should be paid to the manner in which the blood 
is diffused over the weapon. It is not unusual for a criminal 
to besmear with blood a knife or other weapon which has 
probably not been used.” Thus it would seem probable, 
had this instrument not been used to make the wound, but 
obtained for the purpose of deception, as was believed by 
some of the witnesses for the prosecution, that the blood 
would not have been found collected irregularly on it, but 
it would, in Taylor's language, have been ‘ besmeared” and 
very generally “ diffused.” 
















































































































































































SUFFOCATION AND HASMORRHAGE CONCURRING, 








The fact that suffocation may occur in cut throats seems 
to have attracted but little attention from medical jurists, 
yet the fact is distinctly announced by several authorities, 
and is recognised in some of the reported cases. This may 
occur in either of two ways; by the retraction of the tra- 
chea, and its obstruction by the soft parts, or by the filling 
of the trachea with blood from the wound. 

Briand and Chaudé (Legal Medicine, p. 309) state that if 
the trachea alone is cut, the inferior end retracts into the 
soft parts, the air no longer penetrates to the lungs, and 
death occurs from suffocation: if vessels are wounded at 
the same time, death is produced by suffocation and hp- 
morrhage. 

Orfila (Legal Medicine, ii, 506) states, “ when the trachea 
is completely divided, the inferior end is retracted and 
hidden in the neighboring parts, and the person dies of suf- 
focation.” 

In the case already referred to under the head of sprin- 
kling observed by Adelon, Dubois, Boyer, and Rami (Annales 
d' Hygiéne, xv. 394) these observers all recognise the fact 
that the blood will flow into the trachea and cause 
asphyxia. It is stated in their case that the trachea was 
retracted one inch, and that blood was found in the air 
tubes and assisted in destroying life. The lungs were much 
engorged. In a case recited by Devergie (Legal Medicine, 
ii. 117) homicide was committed by cutting the throat 
with a pair of scissors. The trachea was completely 
divided, as was the vertebral artery, Death was produced 
by hemorrhage and asphyxia, blood being found in the 
bronchial tubes. 

In the case of the great wound already referred ta, re- 
ported by the same author (Annales d’ Hygiéne, 418), it is 
stated that “ the blood was introduced into the right bron- 
chus only, and had penetrated into the last ramification of 
the tube ; nothing similar was observed in the left.” 
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In Leuret’s case (Annales d Hygiéne, v. 236), already cited, 
that of the officer who cut his throat with embroidery scis- 
sors, the trachea and right caroud artery were completely 
divided, and the left jugular vein and cesophagus partly, and 
blood had penetrated into all the air tubes. 

In a case of homicidal cut throat reported by Bayard 
(Annales d' Hygiéne, xxxix. 433), the trachea and thyroid 
arteries were divided and the trachea and bronchi were 
filled with frothy blood, and the lungs were congested, 

The fact that death may occur in this manner, and that 
asphyxia may play an important part in cut throats, through 
blood introduced in the: 
by Taylor (p. 296). Ile 


anner here indi ated, is recognised 
if in a case of a wounded 
throat blood should flow into the trachea, it may cause 
death by asphyxia. In the case under consideration, the 
opinion has already been expressed that blood did in this 
manner enter into the breathing tubes and lungs more upon 
the right than upon the left side; and while it is admitted 
that this would be a sufficient cause for engorgement of the 
lungs, had such engorgement really existed, the statements 
already made show that the quantity of blood contained in 
these lungs was really less than is usually found in death 
from common causes; at the same time it is altogether pro- 
bable that these organs contained a larger quantity than if 
the person had died from wound of the carotid arteries 
Without opening the windpipe. 


saves, 


ECCHYMOSIS OF THE TONGUE. 

In nearly every instance that has been reported of sui- 
cide and homicide by wounds of the throat, the condition 
of the tongue has not been stated. It is more commonly 
referred to, and its condition described in the various forms 
of asphyxia. There appears to be abundant evidence of 
the fact that the tongue is frequently bitten when asphyxia 
is produced by suspension. In other forms of asphyxia, 
this accident does not appear to be of any particular signifi- 
cance or value. The opinion was expressed on the trial of 
this cause that biting and ecchymosis of the tongue might 
be the result of suffocation, but the witnesses for the pro- 
secution failed to produce a single instance or a single pro- 
fessional opinion in favor of this theory, and it seems that 
it would be quite as natural to infer that the lesion in this 
case resulted from the spasmodic contraction of the muscles 
moving the lower jaw in the act of death as from any other 
cause. Itis no objection to this view that both carotid 
arteries were cut, and that therefore the supply of blood to 
the tongue was in a great measure cut off, inasmuch as 
Christison and others have demonstrated that ecchymosis 
resembling that which occurs during life can be produced 
by violence on the dead body for about two hours after the 
heart has ceased to beat. Then, again, it is possible that 
this ecchymosis may have occurred many hours, or even 
two or three days before death. 

Referring to the distinctive marks of hanging, Orfila 
(Annales d' Hygiéne, xxvii. 143), after saying that the fea- 
tures, lips, and eyelids were swollen and livid, eyes red 
and prominent in most instances, refers to the tongue, stat- 
ing that it is often but not always swollen, livid, and pro- 
truding, and adds: “If the tongue be bitten, bears marks 
of the teeth, and is more or less ecchymosed, this fact might 
give rise to the presumption of hanging.” 

Prof. Remer of Breslau (Annales d’ Hygiene, iv. 178), re- 
counting the signs of suffocation, makes the only statement 
that I have been able to discover which implies any relation 
between the biting of the tongue and suffocation. He 
says, regarding the tongue: “It is sometimes protruded, 
sometimes retracted, sometimes it is bitten in suffocation; 
this may be altogether unconnected with the mode of death. 
It is bitten or not in all kinds of death, and the fact that it 
is or is not bitten cannot be relied on as a sign of suffoca- 
tion.” This opinion, and the absence of any positive proof 
of the connexion here sought to be established, would 
seem to be quite suflicient to exclude the fact from the 
affirmative evidence in a trial of this sort, and attach it 
alone to death by suspension. The condition most com- 
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monly referred to as belonging to asphyxia from violence 
is congestion, not ecchymosis, and this congestion is 
described as having its principal seat at the root of the 
tongue, and not at the sides where this discoloration was 
noticed. 

(To be continued.) 


ie Pda 
EXPERIMENTS WITH KEROSOLENE, 
AND CASES OF ITS SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYMENT. 
By ASA HORR, MD. 


or DU BUQUE,ZIOWA, 

Havine observed in the Mepican Times, vol. iii., p. 61, a 
notice of the new anzsthetic, kerosolene, I sent to Mr. J. 
Downer, 76 Water street, Boston, for a sample for trial, and 
obtained on the 28th of August last, for the cost only of 
bottle and packing, one gallon of kerosolene, with the 
request that I should make a careful observation of its 
effects and report the results. Accordingly, the following 
notes and remarks are submitted for publication. 

Experiment I.—Was upon myself, one hour after break- 
fast, by applying two phe sete! of kerosolene to a large nap- 
kin, and inhaling it slowly and persistently until the cloth 
could no longer be retained to the mouth. The effects pro- 
duced were nearly similar to those I had often experienced 
from chloroform, but with a greater feeling of buoyancy 
and ss thrilling noise in the head, leaving no nausea nor 
giddiness. Haifan hour after I repeated the inhalation, 
breathing the vapor vigorously for thirty seconds, and then 
ceased before any effect was perceptible. Immediately the 
effect began, and continued to increase during fifty seconds, 
when it gradually declined and in two minutes more was 
entirely gone, leaving a sensation or taste in the fauces and 
about the molars like that from the contact of two metals in 
the mouth, which wholly subsided in a quarter of an hour. 

Exrerment I].—Was with my son, nineteen years old, 
in good health, with the pulse at eighty per minute, who 
held the napkin in his own hands, with instructions to 
inhale vigorously until he could no longer retain the hands 
to the mouth. In twenty-five seconds he announced the 
beginning of anesthesia. In one minute and a half 
from the first, the napkin fell, followed by a few bursts of 
langhter, then by full anasthesia, which lasted one minute. 
In six minutes more he was fully recovered, and walked 
deliberately out of the room. The pulse during forty-five 
seconds remained at eighty, then increased during two 
and a half minutes, reaching one hundred, and during the 
next minute subsided to eighty, and at the end of the sitting 
to seventy. In other respects it was not altered from the 
natural standard. He observed a taste similar to the smell 
of gas works, and experienced a slight smarting of the 
fauces, 

Experment II].—Was with a healthy, stout-built man, 
aged twenty-two, to whom the vapor was administered 
very gradually, to the extent of semi-consciousness, with 
no unpleasant effects. The influence of the kerosolene 
passed wholly off in a few minutes with no marked pecu- 
liarity. 

Expertment IV.—Was made just after supper upon my 
wife, aged thirty-seven, in feeble health from pulmonary 
disease. She inhaled from a napkin, in the same manner 
as she had often employed chloroform for pleuritic and colic 
pains, and came under its full influence quite as promptly 
and agreeably as from her accustomed anesthetic. She 
objected at first to the trial, fearing so soon after a meal 
vomiting would be induced if it acted like chloroform. In 
ten minutes after waking all effects were gone, leaving the 
stomach undisturbed and the head quite free from the usual 
unpleasantness following chloroform. 

At the same time I repeated the experiment upon myself, 
in the same manner and with like results as before. Having 
thus far perceived nothing to deter me from the further 
trial of kerosolene, I ventured cautiously upon its use with 
some of my patients. 
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Case I.—August 29th, administered kerosolene to a stout, 
middle-aged Irish woman, seven months pregnant, for the 
extraction of two teeth. Seven minutes were occupied in 
procuring the requisite degree of insensibility, when the 


teeth were removed, with no resistance, and without her | 


knowledge. She awoke one minute after with no unpleas- 
ant consequences. When asleep, the left eye fora moment 
was perfectly closed, while the right stood widely open, 
and the hands and feet were at the same time slightly con- 
vulsed. Breathing and pulse regular all the time. Face 
slightly pallid during the operation. In twenty-five minutes 
from the first inhalation, she walked from the office quite 
recovered from all effects of the vapor. 

Case II.—Mrs. W., aged thirty-three, healthy, about to 
misearry at the third month, had morbid tenderness of the 
uterus, causing exquisite suffering at each regular contrac- 
tion, and also great pain on touching the cervix with the 
finger. The membranes having previously ruptured and a 
serious hemorrhage existing, artificial dilatation of the os 
was attempted to hasten expulsion, to which she refused to 
submit without anesthesia. Kerosolene was then slowly 
administered to the extent of maintaining semi-conscious- 
ness for two hours, the contractions going on regularly and 
efficiently with the most pleasant and favorable effect. 
Prior to the inhalation she was restless and greatly alarmed, 
but after a few inspirations of the anmsthetic she became 
calm, and remained tranquil until delivery was accomplished, 
involving the forcible separation of the placenta. In half 
an hour she was wholly recovered from the anwsthetic, and 
expressed a decided preference for kerosolene over ether, 
which had been given during a regular labor three years 
before, which was used in large amount, attended with 
great mental and muscular excitement. She made a rapid 
and complete recovery. 

Case III.—Mrs. R., aged twenty-one, in good general 
health, and nursing her first child, four months old, suffered 
severely from three carious wisdom teeth, which she desired 
extracted with the aid of an anmsthetic. She had often 
taken chloroform, always requiring a large amount, for 
severe neuralgic pains during pregnancy, and also at her 
accouchement, with uniformly good effect, except that 
vomiting was often induced. decided in this case upon 
the use of kerosolene, and employed one ounce before she 
became insensible, occupying a period of ten minutes, On 
endeavoring to open the mouth found the jaws firmly 
closed. Just then the eyes turned obliquely upwards, the 
pupils were largely dilated, and the face suffused, while the 
arms and legs were slightly convulsed, exactly resembling 
a common fit of fainting. On immediately lowering the 
head by tilting the chair far back, the fit passed off, leaving 
her thoroughly etherized. One tooth was now extracted, 
when she instantly awoke. The kerosolene at hand being 
gone, chloroform was substituted, when she immediately 
grew pale and vomited. The other two teeth were now 
easily removed without her knowledge. 

During the whole time of administering the kerosolene 
the florid tint of the face continued, and the pulse beat 
regularly and full. The breathing was partially suspended 
during the apparent syncope. No unpleasant symptoms 
followed the operation. 

Case I[V.—October Ist, Mrs. K., aged thirty-four, healthy, 
in labor with her sixth child, used kerosolene during one 
hour and a half, to the extent of maintaining partial anes- 
thesia; and, during the last stage of labor, occupying half 
an hour more, to the fullest practicable degree. It acted 
kindly, promptly, and in about the same quantity as is 
usually required of chloroform, without the least unpleasant 
symptom either during labor or afterwards. I administered 
chloroform to this lady four years ago, when delivered of 
twins, with like good results. 

From prudential considerations I now decided upon 
another method of testing further the action of kerosolene, 
employing it in union with chloroform with all my cases 
requiring an anesthetic; beginning with one part of the 
former to five of the latter, and increasing the kerosolene 





slightly with each successive case, until the proportion of 
half and half by measure was reached. In this manner the 
mixture has been given in five obstetrical and fifteen minor 
surgical cases; to three of the former and seven of the 
latter in the last named proportions, and in all with uni- 
formly happy and satisfactory results. 

The use of this compound appears to be attended with 
less disturbance of the stomach, fuller circulation in the 
capillaries, and less irritation of the air passages during 
inhalation than chloroform; otherwise, its action is pre- 
cisely as if no kerosolene were added. The amount by 
measure to produce a given effect is but slightly greater 
than would be required of chloroform. An obvious advan- 
tage in favor of keroselene is its exceeding cheapness; 
being afforded, it is said, at seventy-five cents per gallon, 

I propose for the present to continue the use of the half 
and half mixture, hoping ere long to profit by the expe- 
rience of others who may be inclined to report these expe- 
riments and extend their observations further than I have 
done. 

Jan. 5, 1862. 
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BENEFICIAL RESULTS 


FROM TUE USE OF 
MECHANICAL APPLIANCES IN POTT’S DIS- 
EASE OF THE SPINE. 
ILLUSTRATED WITH CASES. 
By JACOB A. WOOD, M.D., 


OF NEW YORK. 


Ix the N. ¥. Journal of Medicine, a short time previous to 
its change in form, a series of reports of cases of Pott's 
disease of the spine were commenced, the object of which 
was to show conclusively, that acure in that disease did 
not necessarily consist of curvature, as was usually main- 
tained; also, that the further progress of the curvature 
might generally be arrested from the time treatment com- 
menced, and, in recent cases, a cure effected, with the cur- 
vature nearly or quite removed by appropriate mechanical 
appliances and the internal use of medicinal agents to the 
entire exclusion of setons, issues, or any other counter-irri- 
tant, or even the recumbent position. 

In every case reported, with the exception of two, the 
treatment was entirely successful, not only in restoring the 
patient to a strong and healthy condition, but in the com- 
plete removal of the curvature, although in each case the 
deformity was strongly marked. Of the two exceptions, 
one of the patients was restored to good health without 
the curvature being entirely, though very nearly, removed. 
The other was one of long standing, and was recorded sim- 
ply to illustrate the advantages of appropriate and well 
adjusted mechanical support in those cases where the degree 
of consolidation would seem to preclude all hope of benefit 
being received. The result in this instance was very re- 
markable, not only as to the improvement of the health 
and strength of the patient, but in his general form and 
figure. Several of the cases that were successfully treated 
were utterly unable to stand upon the feet when the treat- 
ment commenced, and one, a female, was incapable of being 
turned in bed without spasms; her emaciation was ex- 
treme, greater than I ever before witnessed from any cause, 
and no language could have been more expressive than that 
uttered by the attending physician, on the occasion of my 
visit to the patient, that, “in adapting appliances to this 
patient is like fitting stays to a gun lock.” 

There also appeared in the same journal, an outline draw- 
ing of the apparatus used in the treatment of those cases, 
involving a new principle in its application and modus ope- 
randi. As I now propose, from time to time, to give addi- 
tional cases to prove the efficacy of the treatment alluded 
to, and as I have reason to fear that very many of the 
readers of the Mepicat Times may not be acquainted with 
the apparatus referred to, I have thought best, at the risk 
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apparatus in connexion with 


he top of the shoulders to 

rum, and from the pubes nearly 
\r quite to the top of the sternum, and embraces the en- 
ire for ithin those limi in the centre of 


acr, | 


A 
t 
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f 1] 

purpose of opening to allow the more promi- 

nent spinous processes of a far 
’ 


t ge curvature to pass through 
and 


extreme points free from pressure, and 
bring the force of the springs to bear directly upon either 
side at their base. The apparatus is brought together and 
secured in front by appropriate fastenings (as seen in the 
figure), convenient for its application and removal, and at a 
short distance from the centre on either side are parallel 
lacings, extending [fr above downwards, the entire length 
of the apparatus. Shoulder braces are attached by lacing 
upon the back of the apparatus, and are brought over the 
shoulders and fasten under the arm. 


The springs, which 
give efficien tl 


{ y to the apparatus, are arranged and confined 
Within the material of which the apparatus is made, an 

are of variable stillmess to meet the necessities of the case. 
The form of the apparatus also varies, as all cases that come 
under treatment are not It curves regularly over 
and under the bowels which are usually, in these cases, both 
prominent and pendent, a condition that of itself serves 
greatly to aggravate the difficulty we wish to remedy, and 


eave their 


2-9 
aline. 


increase its force. As the application is made general over 
the whole body, every part receives its due support and 
aids the pressure made more directly to the affected part. 

After the apparatus has been properly adjusted and all 
the points duly considered, the front lacings are then to be 
tightened, by which any required amount of pressure may 
be produced; but the feelings of the patient are always to 
be consulted in the regulation of it, as it is never necessary 
to have it so great as to render him even uncomfortable. 
The effect of the apparatus is to elevate and support the 
abdominal viscera, and retain them in their normal position ; 
this relieves the spinal column of a heavy weight, dragging 
from its superior portion, and not only so, but receives 
great support from this source, 

The crutch, represented in the cut, when required, is 
attached to the apparatus by the lower end resting in a 
pocket just large enough to receive it, and the narrow band 

cross the upper part of it to hold it in place. The upper 
part of the crutch is so arranged, that it will rotate and 
accommodate itself somewhat to the movements of the 
patient, and supports the weight of the shoulders without 
resting directly upon the hips 

Having given, as I presume, a sufficient introduction to 
the cases, I at once commence their narration. 
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Cask 1.—Son of Mr. G., City of New York, wt, six years 
and two months, of light complexion, serofulous diathesis, 
and full development, came under treatment for Pott’s dis- 
ease of the spine, Feb, 20, 1860. From the mother the 
following history of the case was obtained ;—In April, 
1859, the child was attacked with whooping-cough of un- 
usual severity, which continued several weeks, In June, 
the cough still continuing, the patient was seized suddenly 
with pain in the back, and for several days was unable to 
from the recumbent position without assistance, 
Shortly after, an attack of dysentery supervened which 
continued three or four weeks, reducing the child to a 
degree that rendered its recovery doubtful. 

In Sept., after apparently recovering his usual health and 
strength, an injury was produced by a slight fall. The 
pain in the back continued and became quite severe at times, 
more particularly in the night. In Oet., a slight projection 
was discovered in the lower part of the spine. In Dee.,, the 
projection had greatly increased, the pain was more con- 
stant and severe; one limb was considerably contracted and 
drawn up, and locomotion much embarrassed, Since that 
time the child's condition had been growing worse. Upon 


rise 


Fie. 1. Fic, 2. 


examining the case there was observed a bold posterior 
curvature, as represented in Fig. 1, and quite acute in its 
form, having for its centre the third lumbar vertebra. Loco- 
motion was performed with difficulty, and while standing 
or sitting the patient was constantly inclined to rest upon 
his hands for support, and for relief from pain and suffering. 

The treatment consisted in mechanical pressure upon the 
affected part, and general support applied to the body (flexi- 
ble in its character), to render the support to the spinal 
column as efficient as possible; together with the use of 
some of the more ordinary tonics usually given in such 
cases, The mechanical appliances were often readjusted, and 
such alterations in their construction were effected, from 
time to time, as the changes in the size and form of the 
curvature and figure of the patient rendered necessary. 

Upon the application of the apparatus, the patient was 
relieved of his suffering and enabled to walk about com- 
fortably. The patient was soon allowed to exercise freely 
in the open air, being restricted only to two hours’ rest dur- 
ing the day to avoid too much fatigue, 

The patient is now strong, robust, and healthy, with the 
curvature reduced as seen in Fig. 2. It is worthy of note 
that, as in the present, very many cases of Pott's disease 
of the spine are developed under the influence of whoop- 
ing-cough, measles, or scarlatina. 

The outline of this case was taken five or six months 
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since, at which time the curvature was still gradually 
diminishing. 

N. Y. 31 Coorpgn Inetrrurs, Jan., 1862. 
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COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, 
PROFS. PARKER AND MARKOK’S SURGICAL CLINIC, 
NECROSIS OF FEMUR 


—OPERATION, Il.--OVARIAN TUMOR, 


(Reported by A. E. M. Puxpy, M.D.) 
1.—Necrosis of Femur—Operation.—The patient, wt. 3 
years, was quite a large, rosy-cheeked child, of healthy 
parentage, who, about eight months previously, was attacked 
with violent febrile symptoms, accompanying which was 
a large painful swelling above the knee, on its internal 
aspect. ‘This swelling increased, and a physician was con- 
sulted, who, believing it an acute abscess, lanced it. A 
slight discharge of pus and blood followed, which conti- 
nued more or less until the patient was presented to the 
clinic. The ordinary objective symptoms of necrosis were 
then present: enlargement of the limb and_ hardness, 
owing to the presence of involucrum, a dusky livid appear- 
ance to the skin, and a pouting fistulous orifice, discharging 
a foetid sanguineous fluid. The fistula was situated a short 
distance above the knee-joint, but did not communicate 
with it. Contrary to the general rule, the necrosis was 


confined for the most part to the cancellous structure. The 
patient was etherized, and an incision made through the 
soft tissues to the bone, in a direction upwards, in order to 
This being done, it was then found unne- 
cessary to use the gouge or trephine, as the necrosed por- 
tion could be removed through the opening made by 
Dr. Markoe, in dismissing the case, spoke of the 


avoid the joint. 


nature, 
necessity of a careful use of the instruments, otherwise the 
soft granulations covering healthy bone would be scraped 
off, exposing a bare, bony surface, which might be mistaken 
for sequestrum; also that great care should be taken to 
extract all the diseased or necrosed portions, because if any 
should be left, there was danger of having the trouble re- 
newed. The edges of the wound might be brought toge- 
ther by adhesive straps, or interrupted sutures, if necessary, 
and dressed simply with lint and cold water, By this ope- 
ration thus promptly performed, he thought that the 
patient would entirely recover ; whereas, if the inflamma- 
tion had been allowed to continue, it would, in all proba- 
bility, have impheated the knee-joint, through the fibrous 
tissues surrounding it, and anchylosis would have been the 
result, 

Il. Ovarian Tumor.—The patient, et. 36, a strong and 
apparently healthy married woman, with no children, 
noticed some five or six years ago, in the right hypochon- 
driac region, a tumor about the size of a hen’s egg. She 
suffered little or no pain, but had occasional abdominal 
cramps, and the stomach was somewhat irritable. She 
had never been subject to dysmenorrhoea, but, during the 
last three years, she had menstruated too freely, The symp- 
toms here, as in most instances, were very obscure. The 
tumor at the time she presented herself, though large, was 
mostly confined to the side on which it was first disco- 
vered; her menses had become more regular, her stomach 
less irritable, and her health generally improved. 

Dr. Markoe remarked that ovarian tumors were cystic or 
solid in character, and very commonly a combination of 
both. It was exceedingly rare that a completely solid 
tumor was developed in the ovaries, it more generally 
occurred in the uterine walls; thus illustrating the patho- 
logical history of tumors, which is, that they always par- 
take of the nature of the parts whence they arise. n- 
siderable difficulty, continued he, is usually found in the 
diagnosis of ovarian from uterine tumors; but there is rea- 
son for suspecting this to belong to the former class, occur- 
ring as it does on one side, while tumors of the uterus 
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usually occur in the median line. Asvites is another con- 
dition, likely to be confounded with ovarian disease. The 
history of the origin and growth of the tumor will greatly 
aid in a proper diagnosis, Ascites commences low down, 
and increases upwards, whilst the ovarian tumor oceurs on 
one side, higher up. The enlargement is symmetrical in 
ascites, while in ovarian disease one side is more promi- 
nent than the other. Percussion over the front of the 
abdomen generally gives a dull sound in ovarian tumor, for 
it searcely ever happens that any intestine lies between the 
diseased ovary and the abdominal walls; whilst, in ascites, 
the intestines are nearer the surface, and percussion gives 
the characteristic tympanitic sound, If it is ovarian, it 
will be composed of one or more cysts, which, enlarging, 
fill the whole abdomen ; when this latter condition obtains, 
it is difficult to distinguish it from tumor of the uterus. Is 
it cystic or solid, or a combination of both? Usually when 
there is this formation, you can distinguish some of the 
small cysts, Upon physical examiuation of the patient, 
distinet cysts cannot be felt, but a general feeling of fluctu- 
ation is appreciable. When the ovarian tumor is very 
large, of rapid growth, and occupies the median line, it 
may be confounded with another condition, viz. pregnancy. 
The points of distinction are easily made out in cases of 
doubt, by recourse to the auscultatory evidences usually 
found, when there is a foetus in utero, The most import- 
ant of these are the pulsations of the foetal heart and the 
placental soufile. The first can be heard about the fifth 
month, in the middle of the abdominal region, and usually 
on the left stde. The second can be detected about the 
fourth or fifth month, is synchronous with the mother’s 
pulse, and subject to its variations. Neither of these signs 
can be detected in this case. In studying the diagnosis of 
ovarian disease, care should be taken not to overlook the 
possibility of other abnormal conditions, 

Treatment.—Lattle can be done to checle the course of the 
disease. Iodine is supposed to cause the absorption of these 
tumors, and in its various forms has received considerable 
credit, especially Lugol's solution, carried as far as the sto- 
mach will bear. A very good prescription is the follow- 
ing :—. Potass. iodid. 3). ; solut. Lugol. 3 ij.; aqua § viij. 
M. A tablespoonful thrice daily, one hour alter eating, will 
be good for the patient, giving iron if it is required, also 
astringents, or any other adjuvants that may be necessary. 
The tumor may enlarge slowly, or it may never give any 
more trouble, Ovariotomy was recommended. 


ssdhcnaesiaiai 

Prrro.eum.—Prof. George Hadley says:—“ The manu- 
facture of Coal Oil, closely followed by the discovery and 
opening of immense sources of Petroleum in Western 
Pennsylvania and in other regions, is introducing a new 
era in the art of illumination. Already a marvellous im- 
provement has been effected in the comfort of many homes. 
Tallow candles no longer make the darkness visible ; whale 
oil and sperm are abandoned to the railroads and machine 
shops; and even the clear brilliancy of wax, and stearine, 
and spermaceti suffers eclipse. ‘ Bucning fluid,’ so popular 
and convenient, is far inferior in economy, safety, and illu- 
minating power, to its new rival; and with the single 
exception of coal gas, these substances seem likely to sup- 
plant, in common use, every other material employed for 
purposes of illumination. Not only their brilliancy, but 
the great abundance and consequent cheapness of the new 
burning oils, is fast contributing to this result. This is par- 
ticularly true of Petroleum. The productiveness of the 
‘Oil Wells’ is truly astonishing. From some of them 
Petroleum has continued to flow spontaneously for many 
months at the rate of several hundred barrels a day. The 
total product of those on Oil Creek alone has been esti- 
mated at not less than ten thousand barrels, or four hun- 
dred thousand gallons a day. And in other localities are 
enormous reservoirs, which are now pouring forth their 
treasures, stored up for ages, to give a new fulfilment to 
the ancient fiat, ‘ Let there be light.’”—Bujfalo Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
Statep Mertine, January 3, 1562. 

DR. JAMES ANDERSON, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR 
DISCUSSION OF DR. FORDYCE BARKER'S PAPER ON THE USE OF 
ANASTHETICS IN MIDWIFERY. 

(Continued from page 69.) 

Dr. I. E. Taytor could not endorse all the propositions laid 
down in the paper of Dr. Barker, le was inclined to look 
upon chloroform rather as a stopper than an accelerator of 
labor, and that its use was only admissible in cases where 
a great amount of nervous excitement was present, in hys- 
terical diathesis, irritable condition of the vagina, uterus, 
ete. Again, in consulting statistics, he had found that the 
proportion of deaths from instrumental labors was much 
greater since chloroform had been used than formerly. 
When chloroform was necessary in cases of instrumental 
delivery or in version, he maintained that much danger to 
the child would be prevented by carrying the anesthetic 
effect just short of affecting the voluntary muscles. The 
danger to the child was also to be taken into account. It 
had been stated that the odor of the anaesthetic had been 
detected in the breath of the child some time after birth, 
and it was reasonable to suppose that no particular amount 
of benefit could arise from the existence of such a state of 
things. As to its use in puerperal convulsions, he did not 
think he would resort to it when the complication of uramia 
existed. 

Dr. Finnetu had been in the habit for twelve years past 
of using both chloroform and ether in midwifery practice. 
The former was preferred when a prompt effect was desired, 
and the latter was considered most applicable during tedious 
labors. NotwithStanding he was willing and able to testify 
to the general good effects of anzsthesia, he was inclined 
to think that in many cases of instrumental delivery, chlo- 
roform had not a little to do in determining a fatal issue. 

Dr. Peaster, in reference to the use of chloroform, di- 
vided practitioners into five classes: 1. Those who used 
chloroform exclusively ; 2. Those who made use of chloro- 
form almost exclusively, but ether sometimes; 3. Those 
who very seldom used chloroform, but ether almost 
always; 4. Those who used ether exclusively; and 5. 
Those who rejected both ether and chloroform. He con- 
fessed to belong to the third class, and gave the following 
reasons for his position: 1. Ether was safest; 2. It was a 
milder agent than chloroform, and accomplished the pur- 
pose equally well; 3. The general voice of the profession, 
as previously stated by Dr. Elliot, was in favor of ether, 
especially in cases of cardiac disease. With reference to 
the point suggested by Dr. Griscom at a previous meeting, 
as to the degree of anaesthesia to be induced, he stated that 
inasmuch as ether was slower in its action than chloroform, 
the desired effect could be more easily obtained. Enough 
céuld be given of the ether to abolish sensation without 
interfering materially with muscular power, more especially 
as the motion-destroying properties of the anesthetic 
were less than those observed in chloroform. Dr. P. is in 
the habit of allowing obstetric patients to etherize them- 
selves until such time as he desires to abolish all suffering 
The very difference in the ascetic effects of the two agents 
would induce him to use chloroform in some instances, just 
as he would ether in other instances. If he wished to re- 
move spasmodic rigidity in puerperal convulsions, muscu- 
lar contraction, or rigidity of the perineum, chloroform 
would be decidedly preferred, for the reason that ether 
would take a longer time and do it less effectually. In 
looking over the propositions in Dr, Barker’s paper, he 
would accept all, except that he would substitute the word 
“ether” where chloroform was used, while under the head 
of puerperal convulsions he would say that ether might be 


employed, but that chloroform was the more valuable of 
the two. 
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Dr. Worster maintained that chloroform was not at all 
dangerous when administered under certain restrictions. 
He believed that anesthesia affected in regular order, first, 
the nerves of sensation, second, those of volition, and third, 
those of the involuntary system. He had always been in 
the habit of measuring the degree of anesthesia in obste- 
tric practice by the ability which the patient possessed of 
holding up her hand; as long as she could do that, it was 
perfectly safe to continue the administration. In regard to 
any preference to ether over chloroform, he would just as 
soon think of selecting a dull knife instead of a sharp one 
when he wished to perform an operation. 

Dr. Watson had long ago come to the conclusion, that 
no essential property claimed for chloroform was not pos- 
sessed by ether, and that the latter had the incomparable 
advantage of being safer. The arguments brought forward 
by the author in his paper were not to his mind sufficiently 
strong to justify the conclusions arrived at. He used ether 
in obstetric practice, and obtained from it every anesthetic 
effect which he required for any purposes of operation. 
Before any serious charges had been made against chloro- 
form, he had oceasion to make use of it in an operation for 
amputation of the breast. The patient was a strong healthy 
woman, and the operation was by no means a severe one, but 
on its completion respiration suddenly ceased. The anzs- 
thetic was administered by Dr. A. L. Sands, and the utmost 
care was taken to guard against any bad result. It was 
only after the most strenuous efforts that the life of the 
patient was saved, Shortly after this Dr. Buck used chlo- 
roform on a patient for the purpose of operating for fistula 
in ano, but hardly had the knife touched the parts, before 
death took place.. Since then chloroform has never been 
used in the New York Hospital. He referred to two addi- 
tional cases under his observation, to illustrate the danger 
attending the administration of chloroform. The first was 
a woman who had, after an inhalation, suddenly expired. 
The physician who had administered it to her on several 
previous occasions for the disease under which she was then 
suffering, puerperal mania, walked from her bed to the fire, 
said he heard her speak, and turning to her immediately 
after, found her dead. The other case occurred in the wife 
of a medical gentleman, who sent for Dr. Watson in great 
haste. Chloroform was given for confinement, and not- 
withstanding the utmost watchfulness, the case came ver 
near resulting fatally. He did not believe but that deaths 
from chloroform had occurred in obstetrics. 

Dr. Barker admitted that three such instances were on 
record, but that the agent in neither case was administered 
by or under the direction of a medical man. 

Dr. Watson thought that if the chloroform was adminis- 
tered under the direction of a 1s nage by another person, 
the physician was responsible for the result. Dr. W. next 
proceeded to quote the following case (Amer. Jour. of Med. 
Sciences, April, 1854, 592) to illustrate the accumulative 
effect of chloroform, a property which he claimed was not 
possessed by ether. 

“Dr. De Wolf, of Chester, Mass., records (Buffalo Medi- 
cal Journal, Dec., 1853) the following case:—I was called 
in an adjoining town in consultation with my friends, Drs. 
Freeland and Smith. The patient was a young lady of 25 
years, of full and vigorous health, and in her second 
accouchement. I found her dying, but conscious, and 
obtained from her the following history :—‘Some thirty 
hours before Dr. Freeland was called in, and found her in 
the “preparatory” stage of active labor. For several hours 
there was very little development of the case, and the 
patient became importunate for chloroform, having inhaled 
it during her first parturition. The doctor explained her 
present condition, and advised her that now was an impro- 
per time to use it, and after waiting a few hours, bled her 
from fifteen to twenty ounces, At this period the case 
seemed to have made but little progress, and after an ano- 
dyne of some forty drops of tincture of opium, she obtained 
some rest. When she awoke, she complained of pain in 


the abdomen and loins, and again importuned for chicro- 
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form, Strong and full pulse, not exceeding 100, tongue 
moist and clean, uterine action rather tardy, os uteri yield 
ing, head advanced, pelvis roomy, and no unpleasant symp- 
tom. Under these circumstances, the doctor promised her 
speedy relief, and persuaded her to take a decoction of 
ergot. Very soon she insisted on having chloroform, and 
sent a messenger for Dr. Smith. The doctor came and 
brought, as requested, a small bottle of chloroform, con- 
taining, as he believes, not more than 3 ij. He put it upon 
a table in sight of the patient, and while listening to Dr. 
Freeland’s narrative of the facts in the case, the patient in- 
structed a female friend to give her the bottle, and refused 
to give it back. She inhaled from time to time, and when 
told by both physicians that by persisting in the use of it 
she would peril the successful termination of her labor, and 
possibly her life, her reply was: “My pains are quite com- 
fortable.” And in this last condition she remained about 
twelve hours. Upon a careful examination, no material 
change in arterial action or nervous power was discovered, 
but very clearly, as they thought, a promising change in 
the rigidity of the organs, and the chloroform being gone, 
they felt confident that there would soon be increased ute- 
rine action, and the triumphal finishing up of the case. 
Alas! they were soon to be released, and their patient too. 
Now it was, that absence of all pain and cold sweat, cold 
extremities, oppressed and whizzing respiration, receding 
pulse, and vacant glare, pointed to a sudden and fatal ter- 
mination ; all their friction, hot appliances, and active stimu- 
lus were of no avail. I looked upon the dying woman with 
feelings of deep sorrow, for in her history I could see 
nothing aside from the chloroform to bring before me such 
an end, and hence I came to the following conclusions :—1. 
The time of her suffering would not have done it; 2. The 
amount of her suffering would not have done it; 3. There 
had been no rash quackish meddling; 4, There was no rup- 
ture of the vagina or uterus; 5. There was no evidence of 
cerebral congestion from plethora or other cause ; 6, Patient 
perfectly conscious, but insensible to pain; and finally, her 
death, as it seemed to me, could be chargeable to nothing 
but the abolition of vital force from frequent repetition of 
partial anzsthesia. 

‘I have said she was perfectly conscious, and here is the 
evidence. She knew they had sent for me, and on my 
arrival I met the physician in an adjoining room, and while 
listening to the facts above written, there came in a lady 
and said that the patient desired to see me. In surprise I 
asked, How is this? The answer was, “she is positively 
conscious, but dying!” As I came into her presence she 
anxiously ap per. “Oh, Doctor, can you take my child and 
save me?” I very soon assured her I could take the child, 
and did so. To take the child was then quite easy, but to 
save her life was impossible. The child, a fine boy, was 
dead, and in ten minutes the anxious mother was a corpse!’ ” 

The case of puerperal mania referred to was another in- 
stance of this sort, where the woman spoke some time after 
the administration ceased; and then died immediately. 
Other cases were also to be found, illustrating the same 
— Snow, p. 204; Year Book of Medicine ; New Syden- 

am Society, ii., p. 462. He also recited two other cases, 
where the patients narrowly escaped death from chloroform, 
showing the necessity of the greatest care on the part of 
the administrator. 

The first (Amer. Jour. of Med. Sciences, Oct., 1853, p. 
529) was reported by M. Boinet. Chloroform was admi- 
nistered to a lady, 30 years old, for the purpose of applying 
the forceps. The handkerchief, containing about 5 ij. of 
the agent, was held a short distance from the nose, the 
patient becoming speedily angesthetized without any pre- 
vious excitement. The handkerchief was then removed, 
but the operation promising to be a long one, M. Boinet 
directed the husband, who was acting as his assistant, to 
continue the administration. This he did, and forgetting 
everything in his anxiety, left the handkerchief over her 
face. When, however, the child was being withdrawn, it 
was discovered that the mother was pulseless, and that all 
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the characteristics of death had made their appearance. 
For five minutes fresh air, cold water, slapping, and am- 
monia, were used to no purpose ; and it was only after the 
most persistent efforts at insufflation, that a fatal result was 
prevented. 

The second case was reported in the Lancet, by Dr. Mc- 
Clintock (Amer, Jour. of Med. Sciences, 1855, p. 531). 
Chloroform was administered by an experienced assistant 
to a woman in labor on account of rigidity of the os, gene- 
ral irritability, ete. She was kept under its moderate in- 
fluence for an hour, but not experiencing any relief, the 
quantity of chloroform was increased to 3j. After three 
or four deep inspirations, a change came over her counte- 
nance, the eyeballs turned up, the pulse left the wrist, re- 
spiration was suspended a space of time that would have 
occupied about three or four inspirations, and some froth 
collected at the angles of the mouth. The sponge was 
immediately removed, the free circulation of air induced, 
cold aspersions of water resorted to, stimulation, ete., when 
she was finally considered out of danger. 

Dr. W. had not taken any special pains to hunt up 
authorities, else he was confident he might have found more 
cases to prove his point. 

(Tu be continued.) 
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THE ETHER PATENT. 


WE noticed the fact last week that Dr. Morton had com- 
menced prosecutions for the infringement of his ether 
patent, that the first institution summoned to answer the 
charge was the New York Eye Infirmary, and that the case 
was arrested for the present term by the Judge, on the 
ground of doubts as to the validity of the patent. It may 
not be out of place at this time, to review briefly the lead- 
ing facts in the history of this case. 

Priority of discovery of anzsthesia by the vapor of sul- 
phuric ether, has been a sharply disputed question between 
the friends of the late Dr. Horace Wexts, of Hartford, Ct., 
and Dr. Mortoy. We shall be content, however, to let 
this question rest where the majority of medical men have 
placed it, viz. that Dr. Morton is entitled to the credit of 
having reduced anzsthesia to actual practice. The first use 
of ether as an anesthetic in surgical operations, was made 
in the Mass. General Hospital, Oct. 16, 1846, Dr. Jonn C. 
Warren being the operator. Application was at once made 
to secure a patent covering this discovery, and in about a 
month from the above date letters patent were issued. Dr. 
Morton was not at that time a medical graduate, but sub- 
sequently obtained the degree of M.D. from the Wash- 
ington University, Md. The patent was issued in the 
names of Dr. C. T. Jackson and Dr. Morton, but the 
former subsequently assigned his claim to the latter. 

The profession of course condemned the patent, but they 
were assured that there would not be the slightest restric- 
tions put upon the use of ether. It is stated that Dr. M. 
“requested Dr. Warren to give him as perfect a list as 
possible of all the hospitals and charitable institutions in the 
country, that he might present them with the use of this 
new blessing to their suffering patients. This praiseworthy 
request was granted, and soon every eleemosynary institu- 
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tion in the country, where surgical operations were per- 
formed, every charitable hospital, and many eminent sur- 
geons, were offered free licence to use the discovery.” 

In putting the most charitable construction upon the 
that the right of 


patent, it is difficult to overlook the fact 
hat a second was obtained in Eng- 


using it was undersold, t] 
Jand, 


Continental countries. 


to obtain others in 


nit not be 


were made 


It we 


and that efforts 
doing violence to 
human nature to suppose that the patent was obtained for 
the purposes of gain, and this impression is strengthened by 
certain incidental circumstances, but we prefer to believe 
those which 


He avished to 


that the alleged reasons for securing it are 


These are, “1, 


experience might sugvest, as 


alone actuated Dr. Morton. 
make such modifications 


regards the method of exhibition; 2. Ile wished to instruct 


a suitable number of « onipetent persons, W ho, when wanted, 
ister it them- 


could go to any part of the country and adini 


selves until its merits were fully established; 3. He wished 


to prevent its being, at its infancy, brought into disrepute 
or doubt, by ever being used at the hands of injudicious, or 
It has also been allege ad by Dr. Mor- 


ton, that he “ procured the patent to enable him to induce 


unskilled. persons.”’* 


the Government to reimburse him for 


making and establishing the 


his expenditures in 
importance of the discovery to 
the world.” 

Certainly, no effort was made to enforce the patent; ether 
soon came into general use, without fee or reward to Dr. 
Morton. Looking towards compensation for his discovery, 
Dr. Morton soon after, Dec, 28th, 1846, made application 

fry 


to Congress for an appropriation of $100,000 as a “national 


recompense.” His application was favorably received, but 
the claims of Drs. Jackson and Wetts, as the discoverers 
of ether, were also pressed, and the session passed without 
any definite result being reached. A second application was 
made In 1851, a 
third application was more favorably received than either 


in 1849, which met with a similar fate. 


of the former, and commanded the hearty support of the 
leading members of both houses, but this measure likewise 
failed. 


obtain a reward from Government, but so determined was 


In 1853, Dr. Morton made his final attempt to 
a factious opposition that the bill again failed. It was now 
contended by the opposition, that Dr. Morton's true remedy 
was in the prosecution of the Government, for th@ infringe- 
ment of his patent in the use of ether in the Army and 
Navy; such suit being sustained, Government would be 
compelled to make proper payment. Efforts were now 
made to induce the Secretaries of War and the Navy to pur- 
chase the patent, or to forbid the further use of anesthetics 
in their respective departments. But these efforts also 
failed, and Dr. Morton quitted Washington in despair. He 
returned home enfeebled in health and burdened with debt. 
He was strongly urged by legal counsel to bring a suit against 
Government for infringement of his patent, and thus secure 
himself against impending ruin. <A suit was accordingly 
commenced against the Physician of the U. 8. Marine 
Hospital, Chelsea. 

Meantime, in the spring of 1857, at the suggestion of 
Mr. Amos A. Lawrence, a wealthy citizen of Boston, who 
had always been cognizant of Dr. Morron’s labors, a plan 
was matured, in connexion with the medical profession and 
influential citizens of that city, for raising by private sub- 


* Trials of a Public Benefactor, as illustrated in the discovery of ether- 
ization. 
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scription throughout the United States, $100,000, as a na- 
tional testimonial. An appeal was issued to the Patrons of 
Science and the Friends of Humanity, setting forth the 
claims of Dr. Morroy, and urging the importance of testi- 
fying, by pecuniary donations, their obligation to the disco- 
verer of “ Practical Anzesthesia.” It was numerously 
signed by the physicians and citizens of Boston, and was 


responded to by liberal donations. Mr. Lawrence sub- 
scribed $1000; the Mass. Gen. Hosp., $1000; the Mass, 
Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary $500, etc., ete. Dr. 
Morton subsequently visited New York, and the scheme of 
a “national testimonial’ was heartily endorsed by the medi- 
cal profession of the city. Large meetings were held at 
which the claims of Dr. Morton were freely discussed and 
almost universally conceded. The movement became still 
more popular when it was alleged on behalf of Dr. Mor- 
ToN, that the odious patent was given up and would never 
again be brought forward. The Governors of the Alms- 
House voted $1500 to the fund; the New York Hospital 
$500; and private citizens gave most liberally. Dr. Mor- 
ton proceeded to Philadelphia in pursuit of the object of 
raising this fund. What has been his success we are not 
advised, having heard nothing further from this appeal since 
The 
only intimation of Dr. Morroy’s movements since that 
date, is the announcement of the prosecution of the N. Y. 
Eye and Ear Infirmary for infringement of his patent. 

We have thus given a brief outline of the ether contro- 
versy, Which, in all its details, fillsvolumes. Practically we 
may reduce this question to these points:—1. To whom is 
the world indebted for “practical anesthesia?” 2.°How 
should the “ Public Benefactor” be remunerated? We 
should settle the first question (not definitively), by yielding 
to the deliberate judgment of our Boston brethren; and 
the second, by affirming that Government should liberally 
reward the discoverer. Against patents in medicine and 
surgery, the profession have always protested as illiberal, 
unjust, and unworthy the attention of members of a liberal, 
humane, and scientific profession. They have never been 
satisfied with the apologies of Dr. Morrow for obtaining a 
patent in this ease, but plausible assurances have tended to 
allay their prejudices. They will now learn with profound 
regret, the attempt of Dr. Morton to enforce this patent 
and obtain damages against public institutions for its in- 
fringement. Whatever may be his claims upon society at 
large for pecuniary reward, he certainly has no claim in 
equity upon the medical profession, or the public charities 
of the country. We hope that at the next trial the im- 
pressions of Jupce Snrpman, that the patent is not valid, 
will be confirmed, and the profession and charitable institu- 
tions relieved from prosecutions which will otherwise await 
them. 


his visit to New York, now nearly four years ago. 


lRaanecans 
THE WEEK. 
We have called attention to the position of the army sur- 
geons on the battle-field, and urged the importance of com- 
ing to some understanding with the enemy in regard to 
their rights. Hitherto there has been an indiscriminate 
arrest of surgeons while performing their sacred offices as 
non-combatants, thereby inflicting great suffering upon the 
wounded. We are glad to notice that Gey. Burt has given 
orders, that hereafter the surgeons of the enemy shall not 
be disturbed on the field. We hope that order will be 
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generally adopted by our officers. In a recent lecture on 
the usages of war, Pror. Lizser holds the following lan- 
guage in regard to the obligations of belligerents to the 
surgeon :— 


“ First-—They should not be fired upon by single aim; 
they are ministering angels bringing comfort to the wounded, 
and should not be shot any more than a Chaplain, and who 
would fire upon a Chaplain ? 

“ Second.—If taken prisoners, they should be set free, 
unless special reasons prevent it. 

“ Third.—They may retain them if they lack physicians, 

provided the enemy fully trusts them. In one of the most 
sanguinary battles of modern times, the enemy drove the 
French till they reached the tables erected for the use of 
the surgeons, where they were then at work, yet no one 
thought of touching them—a very striking illustration of 
things as they always should be.” 
Tur British Medical Journal professes great surprise that 
the American medical journals contain no opinions in refer- 
ence to the war now going on in the “ Disunited States,” 
and concludes, therefore, that the war must be a matter of 
complete indifference to the medical profession, except so 
far as they may be professionally engaged in it. We have, 
on our part, examined the British medical journals in vain 
to find an opinion in reference to the “ Trent Affair.” Does 
the medical profession of England take no interest in a 
prospective war with the “ Disunited States?” We should 
be surprised, if not pained, to find the columns of the 
British Med. Jour. filled with political discussions, 


Ix commenting upon our remarks on the status of Ameri- 
can Physicians abroad, the British Medical Journal dis- 
claims on the part of the profession of England any distrust 
of their American brethren. We are glad to receive such 
assurances of good-will and professional consideration from 
a journal which directly represents the sentiments of the 
great body of the English profession. That this fraternal 
feeling is reciprocated on this side of the Atlantic, every 
page of our periodical literature bears ample evidence. 
Still we cannot lose sight of the fact, that a most respect- 
able public journal has deemed it necessary, on publishing 
a case by an American physician, to state, “ We take this 
opportunity to deprecate the habit of discrediting facts 
coming from the other side of the Atlantic, and authenti- 
cated with such names as Hamilton, Flint,” ete. That this 
paragraph was written to meet a current prejudice we have 
no doubt, and we can scarcely believe that the Dublin Editor 
wished merely to rebuke “a joke at a manifest Colonel 
Crockett tale.” An American journalist, having a consci- 
entious regard for the position of the medical profession 
abroad, cannot justly be charged with “ over-sensitiveness,” 
much less with “absurd captiousness,” who notices such 
remarks as that above quoted. 


Ar Liverpool Assizes, an action was brought against Mr. 
White, a Manchester dentist, for seduction of a girl aged 
19, a patient,” while under the influence of chloroform. 
After a lengthy investigation, the jury found the dentist 
guilty of the seduction; but were satisfied that it did not 
take place under the influence of chloroform. Mr. Lunn, 
surgeon of the Manchester Hospital, very properly re- 
marked, that he never administered chloroform when alone 
with a patient.— British Med. Jour. 


Nurses ror Canapa.—We understand that a body of 
trained nurses, on Miss Nightingale’s plan, are to proceed 
at once from the Herbert Hospital to Halifax.— Lancet. 











Aebiews. 





Tnerapevtics AND Materta Mepica. A Systematic Trea- 
tise on the Action and Uses of Medicinal Agents, includ- 
ing their Deseription and History. By A.rreo Stiii&, 
M.D., ete. Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea, 1860. 

Dr. Stiivé has for several years been favorably known to 
the profession #8 an author, and his reputation is sustained 
by the voluminous work beforg us. There is in this coun- 
try, as well as in Europe, a certain amount of useless 
medical authorship. This is to be expected, when we con- 
sider the wondertul activity displayed in our science during 
the past few years. Emulation of the schools, and desire 
of personal distinction, have no less effect to create authors, 
than has the,more worthy ambition to benefit the profes- 
sion. Hence, every year there are publications of our 
medical press which do not contain anything new, and do 
not present known facts in any better form than we find in 
the pages of previous writers. Dr. Stillé’s work is not to 
be placed in this category, for it differs essentially in its 
plan from most former treatises on therapeutics and materia 
medica. He gives a suecinet account of the mode of pre- 
paring medicines, and of their sensible properties; but the 
chief merit of the work consists in the numerous citations 
from various observers, to determine the exact therapeutic 
action of remedies. For example, over twenty pages are 
devoted to the effects of tobacco on the economy, as 
noticed by diflerent physicians and experimenters, while 
only two pages are given to the description and history of 
the plant. So of ergot: the account of this morbid growth, 
its preparation, and the history of its use, fill but three 
pages, while the abridged testimony of numerous witnesses 
of its effects on nan and animals occupies twenty pages. 

It, unfortunately, is true, that physicians are apt to form 
their opinions of the action of remedies from too small a 
number of observations, or without proper discrimination 
of the exact pathological state, and to publish their views 
prematurely, so that a medicine is not unfrequently vaunted 
as of great service, when on further trial it is found entirely 
inadequate to check, or even ameliorate the morbid pro- 
cess. Medical journals contain many such ill-advised pub- 
lications, and it requires a discriminating mind to select 
what is trustworthy and valuable. We believe the author 
has in the main shown a just discrimination, and has gene- 
rally pointed out the error, where too much was claimed 
for a remedy. 

It will be seen that this work is designed for the phy- 
sician, rather than for the druggist or pharmaceutist. It is 
an octavo, of nearly eighteen hundred pages, of excellent 
typographical execution. The author classifies remedial 
agents according to their effects on the economy, and he 
prefaces the description of the individual agents in each 
class by remarks, for the most part timely and judicious, on 
the subject matter of that class. He devotes little space to 
theorizing, which is more apt to be injurious than beneficial 
in scientific writings. He leaves it to the reader to draw 
deductions, or to theorize, it being his aim simply to 
embody in the work the accumulated experience of the 
profession. 

The author has enhanced the value of his work for phy- 
sicians, by treating fully of remedial agents which are not 
medicinal, as heat, cold, water, and electricity, since these 
agents, if intelligently employed, are no less effectual than 
medicines in arresting disease. 

While we speak in terms of praise of these volumes, it is 
our duty, as reviewers, to mention their defects, which are 
chiefly those of omission, and such as may easily be reme- 
died in another edition. Dr. Stillé makes no mention of 
many new remedies, some of which we in New York use 
extensively, and consider of great value. No mention 
whatever of the liquor ferri persulphatis in a work on 
materia medica, will be considered an important omission 
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by those who have witnessed its hemostatic power. This 
agent has been known nearly ten years, though not much 
used in this country till within three or four. Again, we 
look in vain in these pages for any mention of the liquor 
opii compositus, sodze chloras, and unguent. zinci benzoat., 
which are considered valuable preparations in this city. 

These omissions are probably due to the fact that new 
remedies such as we have mentioned are used more exten- 
sively in New York than in Philadelphia, since our know- 
ledge of them is due mainly to the presence, in our vicinity, 
of that able chemist and pharmaceutist, Dr. Squibb. The 
confidence reposed in him by physicians in this community 
is very great, and his preparations, not only of new but of 
old remedies, are considered the purest and most reliable of 
any in our shops. A writer on materia medica should have 
a better knowledge of Dr. Squibb’s labors than the author 
appears to have. 

In another respect we think this work might be made 
much more profitable, namely, in a more extended descrip- 
tion of the adulterations and impurities of medicines. 
Much of the disappointment and disagreement of phy- 
sicians, in reference to the action of medicines, arises from 
the use of impure or inferior articles, and a systematic 
treatise on materia medica should not only point out these 
but should indicate as far as possible the laboratories from 
which the best preparations come. The single article of 
chloroform will explain our meaning. Now it is known 
that Dr. Squibb, who does not manufacture chloroform, but 
purities it, has sometimes found as large a proportion of 
impurities as twelve per cent. in specimens coming from 
reputable laboratories. These impurities are chiefly hydro- 
carbons, and the injurious effect of them, when inhaled, is 
apparent. 

It is a laborious task to write a work like the one we are 
noticing, for it requires not only an intimate knowledge 
of other treatises but also extensive reading of medical 
periodicals. Every page shows that the author has fully 
appreciated the character of his undertaking, and with 
proper care in preparing and enlarging future editions, this 
work will remain a valuable addition to medical literature. 

acicusiceneailaps 
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION, 


Tne Society met in Albany pursuant to statute, at 11 a.m, 
on Tuesday, Feb. 4, 1862, for its Fifty-fifth Annual Session. 

The President, Dr. E. H. Parker of Poughkeepsie, in 
assuming the duties of the chair, made a few brief remarks. 
Alter alluding in an appropriate manner to the death of his 
immediate predecessor in oflice, he called attention to the 
unusual prominence which military surgery had attained 
since the previous meeting of the society, and urged upon all 
present to cultivate a knowledge of that particular branch, 
in order to be prepared, if required, to give their services to 
their country. He also mentioned the fact, that the State 
of New York was the first which had taken decided steps 
against admitting into the ranks of the volunteer corps 
any but competent surgeons; and in consideration of such 
a step, hoped that the society would express their approval 
of it by a suitable vote of thanks. Referring to the duties 
of the military surgeon upon the battle-field, he spoke of 
the necessity of the wounded who were left behind being 
properly cared for by their own surgeons. Alluding to the 
heroism of those surgeons who remained with their 
wounded after the battle of Bull Run, he suggested that the 
society should take such action as should show these gen- 
tlemen, whether from this or other states, that their heroism 
was noticed by the profession. He had also hoped to be 
able to propose some plan, by the adoption of which the 
sufferings of war might, so far as the wounded were con- 
cerned, be alleviated by allowing the surgeons of both 
armies to visit the battle-field for this purpose, but had 
met so many obstacles that he had desisted from the 
attempt. He, however, urged the society, if they could 
devise any method of accomplishing this, to do so. 
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The following committees were next announced :— 

Committee on Credentials—Drs. Porter of Oneida; Fer- 
guson of Warren; and Willard of Albany. 

Commattee on Nominations.—Drs. Bissell of Oneida; Van- 
derpoel of Albany; Crispell of Ulster; Bly of Monroe; 
Finnell of N. Y.; French of Broome; Hall of Cayuga; 
Reynolds of Saratoga. 

The Secretary, Dr. S. D. Wittarp of Albany, presented 
a memoir of Dr. Merrit H. Cash of Orange, and announced 
that $500 had been bequeathed to the Society by the 
deceased member. 

Dr. Bowen of Oswego offered the following :— 

Resolved, That a committee of two be named by the chair, to extend an 
invitation to such members of the Legislature as belong to the medical 
profession, to attend the meetings of this Society during its present 
8uSS)01, 

The committee consisted of Drs. Bowen and Potter. 

Dr. Bissett of Utica also offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was accepted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to the Presiden 
for his interesting and suggestive address, and that a copy of it be re- 
quested for publication in the Transactions of the Society. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, to consider and 
report such action thereon as may be deemed necessary. 

Drs. Bissell, Townsend, and Kendell, were chosen as 
that committee. 


PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMENS. 


Dr. T.C. Fixnext, of N. Y., presented three pathological 
specimens. The first was the bones of the foot and leg, 
removed from a patient, at. eighteen years, who eight years 
previous to her death suffered a compound fracture of the 
ankle-joint by the falling of a heavy piece of timber upon 
it. The foot was turned strongly inwards, and remained 
ever after in that position. The ankle-joint, tarsus, and 
metatarso-phalangeal articulations were firmly anchylosed. 
Interstitial absorption of the bones of the tarsus had taken 
place to such an extent as to leave a mere shell of the form 
of the bones. The second specimen was a portion of skull 
showing a compound fracture, caused by a blow from a 
brick, the interesting feature of the case being the pre- 
sence of a portion of the missile firmly imbedded in the 
bony structure; this remained in that situation for two 
weeks previous to the death, without giving rise to any 
head symptoms. The third specimen was the skeleton of a 
monster. He also exhibited some barbarous-looking obste- 
trical instruments which had been the property of an 
old Cuban physician, consisting of pelvimeters, sounds, 
crotchets, forceps, perforators, ete. Lastly he read a case of 
dysentery in a child, zt. 9, ending in suppurative peritoni- 
tis, spontaneous perforation at umbilicus, with discharge of 
four pounds of pus ; and perfect recovery at the end of four 
months. 

The following communication, relative to the appoint- 
ment of homeeopathie surgeons to the army, was received 
from the Oneida Co. Medical Society :— 

Whereas, Great exertions are now being made by eirculating petitions 
throughout the country asking Congress to pass a law appointing hommo- 
pathic practitioners to the post of Army Surgeons, therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to memorialize the 
State Medical Society to take such measures as its wisdom may dictate to 
maintain the honcr and position of the medical profession, and also to ex- 
press to our member in Congress the decided disapprobation by this Society 
of such an unwise innovation. 

On motion of Dr, White, of N. Y., the communication 
was laid on the table, until a committee from the Academy 
of Medicine should have an opportunity to present a series 
of resolutions having a similar import. 

The Society then, on motion of Dr. Griscom, adjourned to 
meet at 3 P.M. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 
The Society was called to order at 3 p.m. 
PARALYSIS AFTER DIPHTHERIA. 


Dr. Bissett, of Utica, read a paper on “ Reflex Paraple- 
gia, as a sequel of Diphtheria.” He supported the idea 





that the paralysis was the result of an 

the periphery of the sentient nerves, affecting secondarily 
the spinal cord by reflex action. The amount of fatality of 
the cases which had come under his observation, was about 
five in nine. The treatment consisted of tonics and stimu- 
lants. A dorsal decubitus was strongly insisted upon, in 
order to allow the blood to gravitate to the spinal cord; 
and the indications in this particular were further carried 
out by dry frictions, warm flannels, and the internal use of 
strychnine, etc. 

Dr. Curry, of Westchester, was surprised at the average 
mortality in Dr, Bissell’s cases. He had never met with a 
fatal case in his own practice, and he was himself an exam- 
ple of a cure of the disease, after having suffered from it 
for a period of three or four weeks. Rather accidentally 
he found that a relief from, and in fact a total disappearance 
of the unpleasant symptoms could be had by exposure to 
cold, and the administration of a moderate amount of whis- 
key. He agreed entirely with the views expressed by Dr. 
Bissell in regard to the character of the affection. 

Dr. Frencn, of Rome, had seen several cases of the dis- 
ease under discussion, but they had all recovered. 

Dr. Marsn, of Onondaga, had met with four cases of 
paralysis. Two of these terminated fatally. He had fre- 
quently met with convalescent cases of diphtheria attended 
with slight amaurosis, and very many that suffered from 
paralysis of the bladder, as shown by the retention of 
urine, 

Dr. Govan, of Rockland co., stated that out of a large 
number of cases of diphtheria reported from Rockland co., 
he did not recollect a single case of paraplegia. 

Dr. D’Avicnon, of Clinton co., thought that the paralysis 
of the velum was dependent in a great measure upon the 
length of time that the deposit remained upon it. 

Dr. Curwenx, of Wayne co., had seen but two cases of 
paralysis, and they both died. 

Dr. Taytor, of Onondaga co., had not known of a case of 
paraplegia occurring in his county, notwithstanding diph- 
theria had been very prevalent. 

Dr. Garnisu, of New York, stated that he had frequently 
met with cases of paralysis similar to those referred to by 
the other gentlemen, and had found that stimulating fric- 
tions, in conjunction with tonics, were attended with the 
best of results. 


FUNCTION OF THE LARYNX, 


Dr. Porter, on behalf of Dr. Boulware of Albany, pre- 
sented a specimen of wound of the throat, through the 
crico-thyroidean membrane, followed by occlusion of the 
breathing tube at that point. The person from whom the 
specimen was removed, was a female wt. 23, who, during 
an attack of temporary insanity, endeavored to destroy life 
with a razor, The cut was not an extensive one, and no 
vessels of large size were wounded. The lips of the wound 
were brought together, and in the course of three weeks 
the parts had all healed with the exception of a small open- 
ing in the trachea just below the cricoid cartilage. An 
attempt was made to close this opening, but very soon 
mucus collected’in the tubes in such quantities as to render 
the removal of the dressings necessary in order to prevent 
suffocation. The tracheal tube was then introduced into 
the opening, and, with but slight intermission, was worn for 
several weeks. At the end of about eleven weeks from the 
infliction of the injury, the silver tube having been for some 
time removed, the wound closed, but it was found necessary 
on account of the collection of mucus in the trachea to open 
itagain. No further attempt was then made to heal the 
wound, and it was found that she began to lose her voice, 
the aphonia being complete in the course of a few 
weeks. At this time, by closing the opening in the 
trachea, breathing would be stopped, proving that air could 
not pass through the larynx. Notwithstanding she had no 
voice, she could make herself intelligible by whisper sounds. 
She eventually died nineteen months after the receipt of 
the wound in consequence of suffocation, induced by the 
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collection of quantities of mucus in her breathing tubes. 
The case was one which illustrated, in quite a satisfactory 
manner, the important and essential part which the larynx 
plays in the formation of the voice, while, at the same time, 
it proved that the laryngeal voice is not essential to the 
formation of whispers. 

On motion, the Society then adjourned to meet on Wed- 
nesday, 10 a.m. 


Correspondence. 


THE FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK. 

Tue Medical Society of the State of New York has com- 

menced its session, Albany is now thronged with medical 

men from every section of the State, and those persons who 
are expected to be informed upon such matters, say that the 
attendance is fully as large as at any previous occasion. 

The meeting was called to order at 11 o'clock, on Tuesday, 

February 4th. The President elect, Dr. E, H. Parker, of 

Poughkeepsie, is a person who promises to be everything 

that a presiding offcer can be, yet I fear that before the 

session closes his patience will be not a little tried by some 
of the members, who are determined to talk, whether it be 

in order or out of order. During the morning session a 

considerable amount of business of minor importance was 

disposed of, and were it not for Dr. Fixnexy, of New York, 
who exhibited some interesting pathological specimens, the 
members would have gone away unprofited. At the 
meeting in the afternoon Dr. Bissett read a paper on 

“ Reflex paraplegia after diphtheria.’ Some discussion fol- 

lowed in which several prominent members took an active 

part, and every thing seemed to be going on finely, when 

a gentleman from New York, who evidently had not lis- 

tened to the reading of the paper, proceeded to favor the 

members with his views concerning the difference which 
existed between diphtheriarand croup. The symptoms, 
treatment, prognosis, in fact everything connected with 
diphtheria, were freely talked over except the paraplegia, of 
which the paper treated. Although widely different views 
were expressed in relation to the pathology of this throat 
disease, all agreed that the tonic course of treatment was 
the only reliable one. The current of the discussion upon 
the paper being thus turned from its legitimate channel lost 
all interest to the majority of members present, and they 
were heartily glad when the next order of business was 
announced. The afternoon being advanced, after the read- 

ing of a paper-by Dr. Porrer, containing the details of a 

wound of trachea, in which the voice-producing function of 

the larynx was proven, the Society adjourned until the 
morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

A great deal of business is expected to be transacted on 
Wednesday, very many papers of interest being promised. 
Dr. Swinsurne has prepared a paper upon the case of sus- 
pected murder, already set before your readers by Dr. 
Crarx. It will be recollected that Dr. Swivpurne was on 
the side of the prosecution, and of coursé views the case in 
altogether a different light from the distinguished Professor 
of Medicine. Dr. Ciark, in all probability anticipating the 
intention of Dr. Swixpurne, has caused to be sent in pam- 
phlet form for distribution among the members the results 
of his own investigations upon the subject, in order that a 
fair comparison may be drawn between the statements of 
each party. Dr. Swixsurye confidently expects to confute 
the statements of Dr. Ciark, but we shall see how those 
expectations are to be realized. 

r. Griscom is here from N. Y. in labor with his Health 
Bill, but judging from hearsay I fear the result will be a 
still-birth. Let every good sanitarian pray that such will 
not be the case. 

Surceon-GeneraL VanperPort and Dr. Swixspuryg ex- 
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DEATH OF RU FUS DELAFIELD. 
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No, 34. Thomas L. Patrick, Md., Univ. M L. 
“ 35. Joseph A. Babier, Mass., Harv. Univ. 
“ 36. Saml. N. Brayton, Mass., Col. P. & Surg. N. Y. 
“ 37. Edw. C. Vermeulen, N.J., “ “ . 
“ 38. Wm. T. Plant, N. Y., Univ. Mich. 
“ 39. Wm. Chalmers, N. Y., Col. P. & Surg., N. Y. 
* 40. Charles H. White, Mass., Harv. Univ. 
“ 41. George T. Shipley, Mass., Harv. Univ, 
“ 42. Isaac H. Hazelton, N. H., Harv. Univ. 
* 43. James H. Mears, Pa., Univ. Penna, 
44. Benj. F. Pierce, Maine, Harv. Univ. 
45. Newton H. Adams, N. Y., Albany Med. Col. 
46. Edward Kersner, Md., Univ. New York, 
47. Stephen If. Clarke, N. Y., “ - 
* 48. Charles Carter, N. , a Col. P. &. Surg., N. ¥. 
* 49. Thomas N. Penrose, Pa., Univ. Penna. 
50. J. Henry Gunning, N. Y., Univ. New York. 
51. Edward A. Pierson, N.J., Col. P. & Surg., N.Y. 
52. Watson Cc, Hall, N. Y., Geneva Med. Col. 
53. George R. Brush, N. Y., Col. P. & Surg., N. Y. 
54. Heber Smith, N. Y., wees 5 “ 
55. Edward D. Payne, Pa., Jeff. Med. Col. 
56. Edward K. Dodge, Pa, Phila. Med. Col. 
57. Ira A. Bragg, Mass., Harv. Univ. 
“ 58. George D. Storme, N. Y., Buffalo Univ. 
“ 59. John D. Ackley, Pa., Univ. Penna. 
The following reported afier the vacancies were filled as 
above. They will be appointed as vacancies occur, 
No. 1. Edward 8. Oleutt, Ky., Univ. N. Y. 
“2. John T. Luck, Iowa, Harv. Univ. 


——— 


DEATH OF MR. RUFUS DELAFIELD, MEDICAL 

CADET, U. 8. ARMY. 
Ar a meeting of Medical Cadets, U. S. Army, held in 
Washington, D. C., Jan. 20th, W. D. Day, of the General 
Hospital, Alexandria, was elected Chairman, and H. A. 
tobbins, of the Circle Hospital, Washington, Secretary. 
Messrs. Paine, Davis, and Bodman, were appointed a com- 
mittee to draft resolutions on the death of Medical Cadet 
DevarteLp, and presented the following, which were unani- 
mously adopted :— 


Whereas it has pleased the Supreme Ruler of events to 
remove from our midst by death, Medical Cadet Rurvus 
Detartetp, of New York city, therefore 

Resolved, That we bow in humble submission to this 
decree of an all-wise Providence, recognising in the event 
the hand of “ Him who doeth all things well.” 

Resolved, That in the death of Cadet Dexarietp, the 
corps has lost an efficient and faithful member, the science 
of medicine an earnest and enthusiastic student, and the 
profession one of its most promising aspirants. 

Resolved, That we will ever cherish the memory of the 
many virtues of the deceased, and imitate his patriotic 
devotion, his scientific zeal, and his uniformly kind and 
Christian deportment. 

Resolved, That we extend to the bereaved relatives and 
friends of the deceased our sympathy arfd condolence in 
this dark hour of their trial, and commend to them the 
consolation that comes from a higher than human source. 

Resolved, That we wear the usual badge of mourning for 
thirty days, and that a copy of these resolutions, signed by 
the chairman and secretary, be sent to the family of the 
deceased, and to the medical and other journals for publica- 
tion. 

W. D. Day, 
H. A. Rossrns, 
Medical Cadets, U. S. Army. 


——~2-—_- 


Ix the Dublin Medical Press, Dr. Thomas Davis describes 
“a case of extra-uterine fcetation of eight years and three 
months standing, counting from the expected period of 


delivery. The ‘foetus was successfully removed by opera- 
tion.”"—British Med. Jour. 











American Medical Times. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications have be en received and placed on file for publication, 
from Dr. E. M. Hunt, N. J.; Dr. J. Kneeland, N. Y. 


—_ — 


METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF TIE WEEK 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 27th day of January to the 3d day of February, 1862, 

Deaths.—Men, 82; women, 88; boys, 119; girls, 106—total, 389. Adults, 
165; children, 224; males, 200; females, 189; colored, 5. Infants under 
two years of age, 136. Children reported of native parents, 18; foreign, 
105, 

Among the causes of death we notice:—Apoplexy, 6; Infantile convul- 
sions, 29; croup, 15; diphtheria, 9; scarlet fever, 45; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 4; cholera infantum, 0; cholera morbus, 0; consumption, 63; 
small-pox, 12; dropsy of head, 9; infantile-marasmus, 16; diarrhea and 
dysentery, 0; inflammation of brain, 8; of bowels, 5; of lungs, 83; 
bronchitis, 5; congestion of brain, 5; of lungs, 6; erysipelas, 2; whooping 
cough, 6; measles.4. 227 deaths occurred from acute disease, and 25 from 
violent causes. 263 were native, and 126 foreign; of whom 84 came from 
Ireland; 1 died in the Immigrant Institution, and 41 in the City Charities; 
of whom 14 were in the Believue Hospital. 


IN THE CITY 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Re mg of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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2EMARKS.—26th, Fresh wind all day. 27th, Fresh wind a.m, 28th, 
Snow storm commenced at 3r.m. 29th, Rain and sleet early a.m. Fog on 
the river p.m. 30th, Rain a... light rain in the afternoon, clear late rm. 
Bist, Dryest day of the month, excepting the Ist. Amount of rain, 
melted snow, etc., for the week, including Feb. Ist, one inch and a 
quarter. 


ii 
METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 
Scmmary or MerroroLocican Osservations, Janvary, 1862. 
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Remarks.—Heavy gales on the nights of the Ist and 24th. The last 
commenced with hail at 8 p.w., and continued with rajn storm on the 25th, 
four inches rain fell during that week—mueh fog and rain during month. 
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()perative Surgery, adapted to the 


rit 4 and Dead Subject, by C. F. Maunder, M.D. 12mo, London, 
Bartiiers Broturss, 440 Broadway, N. Y, 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 


Mona f New York Hosritat, Dr. Halsted, half-past 1 p.m. 
F % i + Betrevver Hosrrrar, Dr. Thomas, half-past 1 p.m. 
eb. 10, | Eve Lxvinmary, 12 


New Yors Hosrrrar, Dr. Parker, half-past 1 rm, 
Tuesday, { 


Feb. 11 Beirevve Hosrrrat, Dr. Loomis, half-past 1 po. 


Oruruataic Hosrrrar, Drs, Stephenson and Garrish, 1 pow, 
Dr. Cock, half-past 1 p.w 


New You Hosprrat, . 
Dr. Sayre, Is. Hos., half-past 1 po. 


Bevieven Hosprrar 
Eye Inrinmany, 12m. 
New York Hosrrran, 
Bevrevvee Hosriran, 


Wednesday, f 
Feb. 12 


Dr. Halsted, half-past 1 p.m. 
Dr. Taylor, half-past 1 p.m. 
Orntnatare Hosrrrar, Drs, Stephenson and Garrish, 1 p.m, 


Thursday, } 
e New Yorks Hospitar, Dr. Parker, half-past 1 p.m. 
| 


Feb. 13. 


Betcevue Hosprrat, Dr, Flint, half-past 1 p.w. 
Eye Inrinmanry, 12 M. 
Eve Ixrinuany, Dr. Noyes’s Lecture, half-past 1 p.w. 
s New York Hosprrat, Dr. Cock, half-past 1 p.m. 
att % 


Feb. 4 Betrevee Hospitar, Dr. Wood's Clinic, 1 em. 
: | Ornruataie Hosritat, Drs. Stephenson and Garrish, 1 Pw. 
T Va \ . P « s . 
\ ade & Ford are now manufactur- 
ing DR. JOSEPH H. VEDDER'S walking 
Coxarius. 
Renssel aer Polytechnic — Institute, 
Troy, N. ¥.—The se sventy-sixth semi-annual session of this Inetita- 
tion for instruction in the Mathematical, Physical, and Natural Sciences, 
will commence Feb. 19th, 1562. A full course in Military Science is now 
in Lrog rress. 


Further information, with the 
Pror, CHarces Drowne, Director. 





splint for Merbus 


Annual Register, can be obtained of 
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A Practical Treatise on Military Sur- 
4 GERY. By FRANK HASTINGS HAMILTON, M.D., author o 
a Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations, Surgeon-in-Chief to the Long 
Island College Hospital, Surgeon to the Bellevue Hospital, New York, 
Professor of Military Surgery and of Diseases and Accidents incident to 
Bones, in the Bellevue Hospital College. 8vo. Price, $2 00. 

T his work embraces a consideration of the Examination of Recruits, the 
Hygiene of Troops, relating to Diet, Dress, Exercise, &c. ; Accommodation of 
Troops in Tents, Huts, Barracks, &c.; the Construction and Location of 
Hospitals; Preparations for the Field; Flying Ambulances, Litters, &e., 
also, Gunshot Wounds, Amputations, Hospital Gangrene, Scurvy, &e. 
United States Army Regulations, with many other matters pertaining to 
Military Surgery. 

ee... Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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()" Diphtheria. By Edward end 
. 

LAM GREENHOW. 1861. Pp. 160. Price, $1.25. 

Our readers will find a very large amount of information in the twélvo 
chapters of which the volume is made up. Perhaps, in the present state of 
our knowledge on the subject of this obscurely understood disease, little 
more can be said beyond what may here be found written down. —London 
Mctcal Times and Gaeette. 

We have only been able here to refer to certain of the more prominent 
facts concerning diphtheria; but we believe we have said enough to recom 
mend this well-written treatise to the attention of the profession.— 
British Medical Journal. 


Barrter® Broruers, 440 Broadway. 
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| ext-Book on General Physiology 


FOR THE UBE OF SCHOOLS, 
A KNOWLEDGE OF LIVING THINGS WITH THE LAWS OF 
THEIR EXISTENCE, By A. N. Beut, A.M. M.D. One handsome 
volume of 318 pages, 12mo, illustrated by sixty wood engravings and two 
colored plates. Price One Doiiar. 


N.B.—The work was originally published at $1.50. It is reduced in 
price so that it may compete more favorably with other Text- Books, 
Bat.uree Brornens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
A by Richard Barwell. 8vo. London, 1861. $3.75. 
Barturere Brorners, 440 Broadway. 
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Treatise on Diseases of the Joints, 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price. 


be Lectures Introductory 


—— of Fever, by A. Anderson, M.D. Post Svo. 


to the 


London, 1861. 


_ Bariurree BRoTuers, 440 Broadway, N N. Y. 
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\ Treatise on the Surgical Diseases 
J OF a eae By H. Haynes Watton. Second Edition, 8vo. 


London, 1861, 
Bariirere Brotuens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


HAVING devoted my time and attention to the treatment of 
SPINAL DISEASES, 


for the last six vears, examining closely the results that have followed, I am now pre- 
pared to show that a cure in 
POTT’S DISEASE OF THE SPINE, 

may not, in all eases. NECESSARILY consist of CURVATURE, as is”generally 
maintained; but, that the further progress of the curvature may generally be arrested 
from the time treatment commenced, au, in recent cases, a cure effected, with the 
curvature nearly or quite removed by appropriate mechanical appliances and the inter- 
nal use of medicinal agents, to the entire exclusion of setons, issues, or any other coun- 
ter-irritant, or even recumbent position : 

The accompanying cut represents the outlines of a case, at different periods, under 
treatment, I was called ty attend in December, 1858. 

Boy, nine years old, son of Dr. . New Bedford, Mass. 
lower extremities powerless, and form much emaciated 
the patient greatly prostrated 

Treatment.—Eilicieut support to the spinal column. 
tion, and tonics 

Relief from pain, on the application of the apparatus, was immediate and complete, 
and the recovery rapid. The slight deformity existing when the last outline was 
taken has since entirely disappeared. 

“ Having examined the SERPENTINE SPRING APPARATUS, used by Dr. J. A 
WOOD, in the treatment of Curvatures of the Spine, we recommend it as efficient and 
comfortable to the patient. 

“HENRY J. BIGELOW, M.D., Professor of Surgery, Harvard University. 

*GEO. HAYWARD, M D., Ex-Professor of Surgery, Harvard University. 


Scrofulous diathesis; 
The pain was severe, and 


Galvanism, applied by fric- 


30 


ae 
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“WINSLOW LEWIS, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
“J. V. Cc. SMITH, M.D. Bosten, Mass 
“JOHN W. WARKEN, M.D., Boston, Mass.” 
REFERENCE, 
WILLARD PARKER, MD., Professor of Surgery, 
geone New York 


JOHN T. METCALFE, M.D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Medicine, Uni- 


versity of New York 


STEPHEN SMITH, M.D., Professor of the Principles of Surgery, in the Bellevue 


Hospital Medical College 
GEORGE MARVIN, M.D., Brooklyn, N. ¥ 
H. 1. BOWDITCH, M.D., Boston, Mass., Professor of Clinical Med. 


College of Physicians and Sur- 





SAM'L W. THAYER, JR., M.D., Professor of Anatomy in the University of Vt. 


JAS. H, CROMBIE, M.D., Derry, N. H 


It is not expected nor even desired that Physicians who refer their patients to Dr. 
Wood, should give up the management of their cases, except so far as relates to the 


J. A. WOOD, M.D., 


mechanical part of the treatinent, 


: 
Jason s 
4 PRESSED SPONGE have been in use for the past three years by 
mapy of the leading physicians of New York, and are pronounced far 
superior to, while the price is considerably below that of the imported. 

Por sale in boxes of one dozen assorted sizes, or singly, by the Manufaec- 
turer at 251 Eighth Avenue, N. Y.; Schieffelin Brothers & Co,, 170 Wil- 
liam street; Tiemann & Co., 63 Chatham street; Otto & Reynders, 58 
Chatham street; Wade & Ford, 75 Fulton street; Caswell, Mack & Co., 
Fifth Avenue Hotel. 


MANUFACTURED BY 
A, MASON, DISPENSING CHEMIST, 
(251 Eighth Avenue, cor. Twenty-third st., N. Y. 


Dr. Squibb’s preparations invariably used, and every possible attention 
given to the Dispensing Department. Trusses, Elastic Stockings, Female 
Supporters, Shoulder braces, ete. 


Pharmaceutical Granules and Dra- 
GEES (Sugar-Coated Pills)—of 


GARNIER LAMOUREUX & CO., 
Members of the College of Pharmacy, Paria. 


ALL THE PILLS OF THE U. 8. PHARMACOPCEIA. 
ALL PREPARATIONS OF IRON, QUININE, SANTONINE, ETC. 
ALL THE COMBINATIONS OF COPAIBA, CUBEBS, ETC, 
ALL THE ALKALOIDS IN GRANULES OF 1-5 TO 1-50 OF A GE. 
These Pills are all covered with a coating of sugar. and present great 
advantages in the quadruple point of view, of the exactness of the weight 
of the medicine, of its perfect preservation, its convenient and agreeable 
administration, and, above all, its sensibly increased therapeutic action in 
the form of Dragees. 
Agent for the United States, F, A, REICHARD, 
61 Walker Street, a few doors West of Broadway, New York. 
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Essays and Observations on Natural 
HISTORY, ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, AND 
GEOLOGY, by John Hunter, F.B.S.; being his Posthumous Papers on 
those subjects, arranged and revised, with notes: to which are added the 
Introductory Lectures on the Hunterian Collection of Fossil Remains, 
delivered in the Theatre of the Royal College of Surgeons, By Richard 
Owen, F.B.S.,D.C.L. 2 vols. Svo, London, 1861, Price, $10.00, 


Baitirere Beotuers, 440 Broadway. 


} 


No. 31 Cooper Institute, N. Y. 


Sponge Tents and Com- | '[o Physicians.-—Timolat’s Old Esta- 


blished SULPHUR AND VAPOR BATHS. Introduced in 1820 by 
L. J. Timoxat, from Paris, at No. 1 Carroll Place, Bleecker street, corner 
of Laurens street, New York. Given daily by 


A. L. TIMOLAT & CO. 
MEDICAL AGENCY, 
440 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
r. J. P. Richardson begs to an- 


nounce to the Medical Profession that he has established an Agency 
He will purchase or 





) 


for the transaction of business with medical men. 
sell any articles required by Country Physicians, as Books, Instruments, 
Vaccine Matter, etc., ete., and transmit them expeditiously, at the follow- 
ing rates: 10 per cent on the purchasing price, if under $5.00, and 5 per 


cent. on all sums over. He will promptly furnish as reliable information 
as can be obtained in regard te Schools, Colleges, Instruments, Books, ete., 
etc, for the sum of 25 cents for each article or item required. He is also 
yrepared to negotiate, on the most favorable terms, the sales of Country 
*ractices, obtain Partners or Assistants, colleet accounts, or transact any 
business relating to the Profession, -Terms subject to negotiation, 
No additional charge will be made except for advertising, when required 
for the more advantageous transaction of the business in hand. 
Keferences—Editors American Medical Times; Jno. E. White, Esq., 
Warden of Bellevue Hospital, N. Y.; Prof. B. Silliman, Jr., New Haven. 
Office hours from 12 to 1. 
Address J, P. RICHARDSON 
Care Bailliére Brothers, 440 Broadway, New York. 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price, 


[raite d’Anatomie Pathologique Ge- 


nerale. Tome4din 8vo. Paris, 1861. $2.85. 
Baiturere Brotuens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price. 
A Manual of Etherization: 


Containing Directions for the employment of Ether, Chloroform, and other 
Anwsthetic Agents by Inhalation in Surgical Operations, intended for Mili 

tary and Naval Surgeons, and all who may be expvsed to surgical opera- 
tions; with Instruct.ons for the Preparation of Ether and Chloroform, and 
for testing them for impurities ; compiising also a brief history of the Dis- 
covery of Anwsthesia. By CHAS. T. JACKSON, M.D., F.G.S.F. 12mo. 
Boston, 1861, 75 cents. 


Baitueee Beortuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 

















tion, revised, 8vo, 





Long Island College Hospital, 


BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Sesston ror 1862. 


The Regular Course of Lectures will commence on the 19th of March, 
and continue till the middle of July. 


Board of Regents. 
ftON. BAMUEL SLOAN, Pre GUSTAVUS A. 
Council, 
T. L. MASON, M.D., Cc. L. 
WM. H. DUDLEY, M.D., J. UH. 
Professors. 
AUSTIN FLINT, M.D., Prof. of Practical Med. and Pathology. 
FRANK H, HAMILTON, M.D., Prof. of Surgery. 
TAMES D. TRASK, M.D., Prof. of Obs. and Dis. of Women and Children. 
tt. OGDEN DOREMUS, MD., Prof. of Chemistry and Toxicology. 
JOSEPH C. HUTCHISON, M.D., Prof. of Oper. Surg. and Surg. Anat. 
JOHN C. DALTON, Jr, M.D., Prof. of Physiol, and Miero. Anat. 
DEWITT ©. ENOS, M.D. Prof. of General and Descriptive Anatomy. 
EDWIN N. CHAPMAN, M.D, Prof. of Therapeutics and Materia Medica, 
aad Clinical Prof. of Midwift ry. 
GEO. K. SMITH, M.D, De nst 
A. W. WILKINSON, M.D, Assi 
A. DUNCAN WILLSON, M.D., Prosector to Prof. of Operative Surgery 
The fees for a full course are $100; the it iculation fee, $5; the fee of 
the Demonstrator of Anatomy, #5; the Graduation fee, $25. The Hoxpi- 
ial Tickets are gratuitoua, 
Good board with lodging, ete., may be obtaine: 
ty of the College, for from $3 to $5 per week. 
Letters addressed to the Members of the Counci! 


BRETT, Esq, Sre. 


MITCHELL, M.D., 
HENRY, M.D 





ator of A nats my 
tant to ; of. of Chemistry. 





i in the immediate vici- 


will receive attention. 


tastleton Medical ollege, 


VERMONT 


1 
Castleton, 
Sixty-first Session, 1862. 

CORYDON L, FORD, M.D., Professor of Anato 

ADRIAN T. WOODWARD, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases 

of Women and Children. 

GEORGE HADLEY, M.D., Professor of Chemistry 
s Le I. IAM P. SEYMOUR, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 
I "kK SANBORN, M.D., Prof of Surg 

PD. BRADFORD, M.D., 
* PINEO, M.D 





ry 
ofessor © f Physiology and Pathology. 
Professor of Mex Jurisprudene 











CHARLES L. ALLEN, M.D., Fondeer of Theory and Practice of Medi- 
The annual course of Lectures will commence on the last Thursday of 
ruary, and continue four months. 
FEES Pull « e of Lectures, $50. Matriculation ticket, $5. Gra 
Dissecting classes will be formed in January and February, and during 
rm. Anatomical mat upplied at a reasonable cost 
(iood board can be obtaine t from $2 50 to 83 per week. 


CHARLES L. ALLEN, Dean 


Castleton, Vermont, Dec. 10, 1861. 


‘niversity of Vermont—Medical Col- 





Laas The next Anr Course of Lectures in this Institution 
will commence on the last Thu eday, being the 27th, of February, and will 
sixteen weeks, 
Medical Faculty 
REV. CALVIN PEASE, D.D., President. 
: AMI EL WHITE THAYER, Jz., M.D., Burlington, Professor of Gene- 


und Special Anatomy 
WALTER CARPENTER, M.D., 
ind Practice of Medicine a 
DD \V 1D Ss. CONANT, 
l’ractice of Surge ry. 
JOSEPH PERKINS, M.D., Castleton, 
eases of Women and Children 
Rt. CRESSON STILES, M.D., 
and Pathology. 
ILENRY M. SEELY, M.D., 
mistry and Toxicology. 
Hl. 8. PITKIN, A.B., M.D., 


Burlington, 
i Materia Medica. 
M.D., New York, Professor of the Principles and 


Professor of the Theory 





Professor of Obstetrics and Dis- 
Pittsfield, Mass., Professor of Physiology 


South Onondaga, N. Y., Professor of Che- 
Demonstrator of Microscopy. 
FRANK L. KENDRICK, Prosector to the Professor of Anatomy. 
WALTER CARPENTER, M.D., Treasurer 

Fees.—Matriculation, $3.00; for Full Course of Lectures, $50.00; Third 
Course Students, $10.00; Graduation, $18.00, 

Board from $2.50 to $3.00 per week, 

& W. THAYER, Jx., M.D., 


Dean of Medical Faculty. 
Buriixerox, Vr. 
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\[edical Climatology; or, a Topo- 
graphical and Meteorological Description of the Localities resorted 
to in Winter and Summer by invalids of various classes, both at home and 
abroad, by R. E. Scoresby-Jackson, M.D. 8vo. London, 1862. $3.75. 
Bariurre Broriens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price. 


(jn Obscure Diseases of the Brain, 


and Disorders of the Mind, by Forbes Winslow, M.D. 
London, 1861. $5.00 


Battuere Beoruers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


Second edi- 


AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 














Feb. 8, 1863. 
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} tot, ; ite “alatt , » ron 
‘hemistry in its relations to Physi- 
OLOGY AND MEDICINE, By George E. Day, M.A., M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Medicine in the University of St, Andrews. Wit ‘lates and 
Lilustrations: 1860. Ip. 527. Price, $5 00. 
It is quite impossible 
importance of a knowl 





. Viewed medically and practically, to overrate the 
re of physiological chemistry, Lvery student and 
practitioner ought not to possess, but to study some st 
on the subject, and we believe that he cannot do better than take the work 
of Dr. Day as his guide, it be ing the most recent, as well as one of the best 
treatises on physiological chemistry hitherto published.—London Lancet. 

T this volume conts als | a large mass of materials on the subject of physi- 
ological chemistry, brought together in a tangible form, ready and available 
for “eh hand of the practitioner and the student of medicine. No man in 
this country is probably better—or so well—fitted as Dr. Day to introduce 
this truly German subject to the English reader.—London Me al Times 
and Gazette. 












iundard treatise 


Bartirerk Brorners, 440 Broadway. 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price. 


()2 Urine, Urinary Deposits, and 
CALCULI: Their Mi ‘ 









croscopical and Chemical Examination, includ- 
ing the Chemi by Microscopical Apparatus required, and Tables for the 
Practical Exami n of the Urine in Health and Disease; by ’ Lk mel 8. 
Beale, M.D. Lllustrated with numerous original Wood | V s. Post 


Svo,. London, 1861. Price $2.60 


Baittiere Breorurns, 440 Broadway, N. Y 





Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price 
| iagrams of the Nerves of the 
Human Body, exhibiting their Origin, ions, and Connexions, 
with their Distributio » Var s Regions of the Cataneous Surface 
and to all the Mus H. | er M. D. Fol London, 1861. 
$4.37. 
Bariiiere TS ners, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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ee of Human Histology. By 
MORE if Strasbourg 


( Pro r at the College of is lated and 
aday wants of the Medical Student by W. H. VAN BUREN, 
M ty. Prof sor of Anatomy, 1 versity Medical College. 1 vol, 8vo., with 
28 plat Price, $3. 

Barturrece Brorners, 440 Broadway, N. Y 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price 


Jractical Treatise on the Use of the 


MICROSCOPE. By J. 


QUEKETT, M.R.S.C.E. 1 vol. 8vo., illus- 
trated with 11 steel plates, and 300 wood engravings. 3d edition. Price, 
$6 00 

H. Battturerr, London, Barusere Beotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


Sent Free by Mail on Receipt of Price 
. . ‘ 

[ Hlust rated manual of Operative Sur- 

GERY AND SURGICAL ANATOMY Edited, with Notes and 
Additions, by W. H. VAN BUREN, M.D., Professor of Anatomy, 
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